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So Long, Café Four Twelve
by Andrew Gellert ’13
World Editor
Providence
An Inside Look at the Closing of PC’s Classiest Hangout
FOUR TWELVE / Page 9 
The Cowl can exclusively confirm that the beloved 
local watering hole, Café Four Twelve, has closed its 
doors permanently.
Located near the bottom of Eaton Street and within 
easy walking distance of lower campus, Café Four 
Twelve was a hot spot for PC students looking for a cozy, 
local bar. Boasting a wide beer selection and a variety 
of food options, plus the ever-popular hookah, the bar 
attracted a dedicated clientele. Due to its proximity to 
the campus, a large proportion of Café Four Twelve’s 
customers were Friars, and many came to regard it as 
“our bar.”
Those days are over. During a recent factfinding 
expedition, The Cowl discovered the front door locked, 
the phone number out of service, and the website  and 
email address gone. Further investigation revealed that 
the café’s Facebook page had been deleted. Soon, a large 
“For Sale/Lease” sign appeared on the building.
Stelliana Chalkiadakis ’13, a concerned student, 
spoke to a source close to the café’s ownership. She 
told The Cowl that the owner, Danny, and his girlfriend 
decided to sell Café Four Twelve and move to New York 
City. They still cherish their time in Providence, and 
they even have their mentions in The Cowl framed.
“Going to Café Four Twelve” was a highlight of the 
night for many students. The café carried numerous 
tempting appetizers and dinners for the hungry 
carouser. The drinks menu ranged from microbrews to 
ciders to mainstream lagers, along with several wines. 
And the light, friendly atmosphere kept students 
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 At about 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, an email blast shattered the near-
palpable calm of the Cowl office. “Bloop…bloop..bloopbloopbloop.” 
Eileen Wesnewski had struck again and a handful of Cowlers let out 
a sigh of frustration at having been reminded of the finitude of their 
undergraduate years. 
Perhaps the emails are overbearing and the concept of job-searching is 
too daunting, but graduation is a reality. As we get closer and closer to that 
fateful day, we are forced to conduct some serious self-reflection. We start 
asking questions like: What work environment does my personality lend 
itself to? What do I want to do? How do the skills I’ve learned in school 
augment my employability? 
This last question is crucial because as we approach graduation, we begin 
to view our time at PC as more of an investment, which will hopefully pay 
off. To seniors, Eileen’s emails are frustrating because they prompt this 
difficult self-reflection and remind us of decisions that must be made, and 
that our time at PC is rapidly approaching its end. To freshmen, Eileen’s 
emails are seemingly irrelevant. Their destination is still far from sight and 
the journey is long. 
Seniors, don’t get frustrated. Know that the less time you have left here, 
the more precious it becomes. Take this year to commit yourself to the clubs 
and activities you’ve grown attached to over the last three years. Go to every 
senior night at McPhail’s, cut out the bucket list in our last issue and pin it on 
your wall, finally go to that place on Thayer Street you’ve been talking about, 
and spend time with your friends. Soak it all in. Whether you have prided 
yourself on academic, athletic, or extracurricular achievements, finish strong 
and don’t slack. You’ve come too far at this point to finish short. Ask yourself 
the important questions and take a stab at the answers. 
Freshmen, go out and meet people! Surround yourself with people you 
love being around. You learn more from conversations than classroom 
lectures. Most importantly, go to the career center, get internships, and try 
new jobs; you will learn more about yourself and your preferences. Don’t be 
afraid to work for free; this is the most affordable time to do so. 
Eileen, thank you for the quasi-existential reminders that our time is 
running out; it makes us value PC even more. Thanks for inciting those 
important questions. Thanks for looking ahead for us so that we can afford 
to experience PC to the fullest. Most of all, thank you for trying to get us 
employed. Keep those emails coming. 
Arman & Dara
Thanks, Eileen
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As the school year begins, classes 
and extracurricular activities 
begin to take up the minds and 
email inboxes of most students. 
Providence College has over 100 
student organizations on campus, 
and though some may be better 
known than others, anyone should 
be able to find something he or 
she is interested in. Amidst new 
classes, back-to-school events, and 
preparing for open houses and 
involvement fairs to recruit new 
students, club presidents take on 
the responsibility of leading their 
groups and working to accomplish 
everything they set out to do.
The Board of Programmers 
(BOP) has a number of goals for 
this school year and already has 
a multitude of events lined up for 
the entire student body to enjoy. 
BOP President Casey Wheeler ’13 
explains, “Our goals for this year 
are structured around a general 
effort to ‘reach out’ to the general 
populace on campus and beyond to 
make us a better planning board. 
We intend to focus our efforts to 
be more open and give students a 
bigger role in their planning board, 
to continue increasing collaboration 
with other clubs on campus in the 
form of communication, marketing, 
and co-sponsorships, to improve 
our social media presence on 
campus, and to work to bolster 
student affairs’ strategic plan in 
order to unite student interests with 
club actions.” 
BOP is made up of 11 different 
committees who work to maintain 
relationships with many other 
groups on campus and throughout 
New England in their efforts to 
put on the best events for student 
satisfaction and participation.
Emily Goodnow ’14 is the 
president of the Providence College 
Figure Skating Club (PCFSC) this 
year. Founded in 2004, this club 
encourages any and all who are 
interested to participate. There is 
no skating experience required, so 
students of all different skill levels 
can join. There are several practice 
times at Schneider Arena every 
week, and PCFSC will continue 
to work with and perform during 
the men’s hockey games this year. 
There are also two performance 
opportunities throughout the school 
year in the winter and spring.
The Photography Club is new to 
PC this year, and is a great example 
of how students can come together 
and turn a common interest into 
a great club. Kara Flanagan ’14, 
president, is very excited to begin 
working with the club by discussing 
photography, planning trips around 
Rhode Island, and meeting with 
professional photographers. She 
highly encourages anyone who has 
an interest in photography to check 
this club out because it is sure to 
be full of interesting and exciting 
events this school year.
The Board of Multicultural 
Student Affairs, or BMSA, is 
comprised of 13 different clubs 
and is led by president Rafael 
Tavares ’13. One of the goals for 
this year is to continue to support 
clubs and events that promote 
cultural awareness and personal 
flourishing. 
Tavares explains, “Whether this 
goal is achieved through direct 
experiences, in events such as food 
nights (Sabor Latino, Gyro Night, 
Mangia!, etc.) or through lectures, 
comedians, speakers, etc., we are 
looking forward to connecting 
with everyone and spreading our 
message of diversity, in order 
to contribute to this campus’s 
objective of academic and personal 
transformation.” The executive 
board in particular is also looking 
forward to hearing from students 
all across campus, whether or not 
they are directly part of BMSA.
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. (Stopping 
Homophobia, Eliminating Prejudice, 
and Restoring Dignity) is one of 
the organizations under BMSA on 
campus. Lauren Kelly ’13 states that 
she is pleased to be starting off the 
new year with “high attendance, a 
strong lineup of new events, and 
new partnerships.” Within the 
next few weeks, S.H.E.P.A.R.D. is 
sponsoring a Welcome Back Tie Dye 
event and their annual Coming Out 
Coffee House in October. They will 
also be working with organizations 
like BOMA (Balfour Office of 
Multicultural Activities) to plan 
more events.
The Providence College chapter 
of College Republicans is looking 
forward to a very busy fall semester 
with the presidential election just 
around the corner, and they are 
focusing on educating students 
about the important issues that 
affect our generation. Meryl 
Ertlet ’13 explains that the PC 
Republicans will also be working 
directly with the Romney/Ryan 
campaign to promote their message 
around Rhode Island.
All clubs and organizations on 
campus encourage students to learn 
more about them through social 
media outlets like Facebook and 
Twitter, and they invite all students 
to reach out if they are interested in 
joining or seeking more information. 
Details on all events can be found 
in the SAIL Mail and SAIL Digest 
every week.
Providence College, like any other 
college, has buildings and events 
dedicated to memorable alumni or 
generous benefactors. While these 
are ways of remembering important 
figures in the College’s history, their 
contributions are not explicitly 
stated and can easily be forgotten 
by students. A namesake does not 
do justice to some names here on 
campus, especially that of Mal Brown, 
whose ubiquity is well-deserved but 
unknown to many. 
Mal Brown ’33 grew up in Amherst, 
Mass. His father was a janitor, while 
his mother died when he was only a 
few months old. At first, he attended 
Central Connecticut State University, 
but eventually came to PC and became 
one of the first black men to play 
college football, in addition to other 
sports. He was also was very pious, 
converting to Catholicism while an 
undergraduate. He received the Holy 
Communion daily, and yearned for 
a Catholic training. Brown was not 
excellent at academics, and spent six 
years at the school, but was finally 
granted a diploma in 1933. 
According to Fr. Nagle, a friend 
of Brown and writer of a 1954 article 
recalling his life, the school was in a 
predicament. They could not keep 
Brown as an undergraduate forever, 
but could also not give him a fully 
entitled diploma, as he had not 
fulfilled all the requirements. A deal 
was offered to Brown if he were to 
be given a diploma: it was not to be 
used in the academia or the business 
world. This caveat did not faze him, as 
he would go on to spend the next six 
years as a personal trainer for every 
sport at the College and claimed he 
would spend the rest of his life there. 
“[Brown] had a booming laugh 
that used to fill Harkins Hall,” 
describes Mark Harriman ’88, current 
vice president of the Mal Brown 
Club. “He wasn’t just a trainer, he 
was a psychologist too...He was the 
guy everyone would come to when 
everyone had family problems, 
girlfriend problems, school problems. 
Mal would [figuratively] talk them all 
off a ledge. He was that kind of guy, 
which is interesting because he was 
a black man in an all-white college 
in an era of segregation. He became 
their friend, their mentor, and their 
in-house psychologist.” 
In 1939, Brown and five other 
football players contracted typhus, 
the bacterium of which was traced 
back to a cook who neglected to 
wash his hands. While the others 
recovered from their illness, Brown’s 
condition was exacerbated by a case 
of pneumonia. A plea was sent out to 
Providence College students asking 
for blood donors. The community’s 
response was overwhelming, with the 
phones ringing non-stop. All of the 
school’s eyes were on Brown.
Unfortunately, the blood donations 
were in vain as he passed away 
around noon on October 19, 1939 at 
the age of 34. The wake took place 
in Harkins Hall and was attended by 
approximately 1,800 people.  Brown’s 
death was not only mourned by 
those of the College but of the entire 
state as well. His obituary stated that 
“[he] attained more than ordinary 
BROWN / Page 4
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
Senior News Writer 
Clubs and Organizations
Club Presidents 
Ready for New Year
Who Was Mal Brown?
Editor’s Note: The Cowl will be taking a look back at Providence College history this 
year by investigating the people who the buildings on campus are named after. This week 
we begin with Mal Brown ’33.
by Matthew Daniele ’15
News Staff 
Providence College History
www.thecowl.com
Mal Brown Hall is an apartment building near St. Dominic Chapel housing juniors and seniors.
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News Staff 
Featured Professor
A Franciscan in a sea of Dominicans, 
Fr. James Sabak, O.F.M., is the 
newest addition to the Providence 
College Department of Theology. 
Sabak was born in Seattle, Wash. and 
later moved to Niagra Falls, N.Y. 
where he lived prior to attending The 
Catholic University of America.
As an undergraduate at CUA, Sabak 
studied politics with a special interest 
in international relations, as he aspired 
to become an ambassador. During his 
studies, Sabak was an active member 
of the CUA community, acting as 
an orientation advisor and a chair 
member for parents’ weekend and 
homecoming. 
Sabak clerked for the Supreme 
Court Library and held internships at 
Save the Children and in the English 
Parliament. Sabak worked in the 
Supreme Court Library during the 
Basic Inc. v. Levinson case and was 
responsible for filing petitions and 
delivering documents to clerks. At 
Save the Children, Sabak helped 
coordinate events and copy edit for the 
organization’s magazine.
Sabak had the opportunity to intern 
for the English Parliament through 
his college’s international relations 
study program and was invited back 
to London to work for Parliament for 
another two years. 
While working in the Parliament, 
Sabak aided the Labour Party under the 
Shadow Minister of Northern Ireland. 
Sabak met many leaders from Northern 
Ireland and had the opportunity to 
see the political situation overseas 
firsthand, an experience he describes 
as “moving” and “powerful.” 
Through these years, the priesthood 
stayed on Sabak’s mind. Although 
he was happy doing political work, 
Sabak always had an interest in the 
priesthood and wanted to investigate 
religious life further. In his research, 
Sabak found that Franciscan life to be 
a good match for him.
As a Franciscan, Sabak travelled to 
the southwest where he worked among 
the Zuni Pueblo people. Sabak worked 
to rebuild the relationship between the 
native people and the Catholic religion 
in a center that dealt with family affairs. 
Here, Sabak saw the struggle of the 
native people firsthand, as well as the 
alleviation of their burdens through 
the good of the Franciscans. 
popularity at the College. No senior 
ever received a more rousing ovation 
than he did on his commencement 
day.” The wake’s attendance speaks 
for how beloved and respected he 
was, especially as a black man in the 
late 1930s.
“It was unprecedented: someone 
who was in the vast minority at the 
college to have such a lofty place in 
its history,” Harriman agrees. “They 
not only have the club named after 
him, they have a building with his 
name, a basketball scrimmage, you 
turn around and it’s ‘Mal Brown, Mal 
Brown, Mal Brown.’”
Today, the club logo bears a derby 
cap, which was Brown’s signature 
image; he could be seen wearing 
it crookedly year-round. The club 
wants to preserve his exemplary 
attitude of giving, humility, caring, 
and generally being a part of the 
“PC family.”
Much to the surprise of the Mal 
Brown Club, he was buried in his 
hometown of Amherst without a 
headstone. Certain club members and 
alumni formed a committee which 
raised $7,000 for its installation. 
Working with skilled stone contractor 
Kenneth Castelluci, the headstone 
was designed and commemorated 
with a Mass and dedication on 
campus last October on the day of 
the annual Mal Brown scrimmage. 
The club originally intended to 
dedicate a headstone in October 
2011, but was delayed by storm 
damage in Amherst. The monument 
will be rededicated at Wildwood 
Cemetery in Amherst, Mass. on 
Sept. 30 at 2:30 p.m.
Mal Brown truly embodied the 
spirit of Providence College and 
what it means to be a Friar, with his 
legacy and attitude still very alive 73 
years after his death. Brown knew 
how to enjoy life and to help others 
while never losing a smile on his 
face. When asked if he took anything 
in life seriously, he simply replied, 
“Nothin’ but my faith.”
Continued from page 3
BROWN: Has Building, 
Alumni Club Named 
In His Memory
After plans to teach at the 
Franciscan seminary in Washington, 
D.C. fell through, Sabak heard of a 
teaching opportunity that was offered 
at Providence College. Sabak loves the 
restaurants, the small-town feel of the 
city, and finding hidden neighborhoods 
to walk through. He loves the beauty 
of the campus and the friendliness of 
the students and staff. 
“Students will smile and say ‘hi’ to 
me before I say ‘hi’ to them. It’s very 
welcoming. I feel a sense of pride and 
community here, they’re proud to be 
a member of the PC community,” 
said Sabak.
Sabak is the only Franciscan on 
campus, but loves that he has been 
given the chance  to teach at a mostly 
Dominican school. He noted that the 
Dominicans and Franciscans came 
into existence around the same time 
and joked that the two orders have not 
taught together since the 1500s. 
When he is not teaching 
Foundations of Theology and 
Sacraments of Theology, Sabak can be 
found in his residence on the fourth 
floor of St. Joseph Hall. Here, Sabak 
admits he enjoys watching Adult Swim 
and Comedy Central, and especially 
enjoys Family Guy, South Park, and 
True Blood. Sabak also enjoys cooking, 
especially German and French dishes, 
as well as learning and conversing with 
others in many different languages. 
A New Kind of Friar 
Is In Town: Fr. James 
Sabak, O.F.M.
Congress Starts New Year
by Matthew Daniele ’15
News Staff 
Student Congress
Congress kicked off their first 
meeting on Tuesday. The executive 
officers spoke to the group about their 
hopes and plans for the year to come. 
The Class of 2013 announced that it 
has completed its request for the city 
of Providence to install pedestrian 
crosswalk signs on Huxley Avenue, 
which it has been lobbying for since 
last November. It appears to be halting 
traffic, so they are trying to install a 
similar sign on Eaton Street. Also, the 
class is working to get handicap access 
in the front of Harkins Hall. Handicap 
access was moved to behind Harkins 
during construction, but having it in 
both locations is preferred. 
The Class of 2014 announced 
that it is communicating with other 
universities in Providence to improve 
on-campus safety.
The Class of 2015 spoke about 
Freshman and Sophomore night in 
McPhail’s on Saturday, which it urged 
Congress members to spread the 
word about.
The Committee of Academics had its 
first meeting on Monday. It’s looking 
to establish new courses, especially 
classes in theology.
The Committee on Clubs and 
Organizations unveiled a drafted 
point system to better monitor the 
clubs. The plan is designed to reward 
the clubs which meet school standards 
and to motivate the ones that are not 
doing as well.
The Outreach Committee plans 
for Late Night Madness to be held 
on Oct. 12. They started planning for 
Pumpkinfest (co-sponsored with BOP) 
for an Oct. 28 date, but proposal forms 
still needed to be handed in. They 
also announced a potential service 
opportunity with Friars Club at the 
Times Squared Academy. More details 
to be announced.
There was no old business.
As for new business, a bill 
regarding the elections calendar for 
the 2012-2013 year was proposed. 
The change for the freshman election 
date is as follows (freshman election 
will be used as a special election if 
the space must be filled): the ethics 
review is the week of Sept. 17, the 
nomination period is Sept. 25 and 
26, and the election is Oct. 2 and 3. 
The fall 2012 special elections are as 
follows: the ethics review is the week 
of Oct. 8, nomination is Oct. 16 and 17, 
and elections are Oct. 23 and 24. The 
executive election (which will be used 
as a special election if the space must 
be filled) is as follows: ethics review 
the week of Feb. 25, nominations 
March 12 and 13, and elections March 
19 and 20. Finally, the regular class 
elections are as follows: ethics review 
week of March 25, the nomination 
period is April 2 and 3, and election is 
April 9 and 10.
The second proposed bill would 
deal with the allocation of funds 
in regard to student activity for 
the 2012-2013 year. Currently the 
allocated money is zero for the clubs, 
but it will be amended next week 
with the updated funds. A motion 
was made to remove Pep Band from 
the list as it was noted that the group 
was not receiving Congress funds. 
There was a clarification for 
the allocated agency accounts: an 
allocated account is a general account 
of club funding only after a club has 
submitted its budget approved by the 
finance committee. Allocated funds 
must be used the year they are given. 
The agency account is a savings 
account for clubs and organizations 
to store money collected from dues 
or fundraisers.
Fr. James Sabak, O.F.M., is the only Franciscan 
at Providence College and used to work for the 
English Parliament.
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Ask PC: 11 Years After 9/11
“Where were you when you found out about the attacks?”
“I was in third grade in 
French class and I got 
called out of class early. My 
mom picked me up.”
-Kelsey VanDecker ’15
“I was walking home from 
the bus stop when I saw it 
on TV.”
-Billy Timlen ’13
“I was in fifth grade 
math class. All of the 
teachers left.”
-Meryl Ertelt ’13
“I was in fifth grade and 
we were just going to take 
our class picture because it 
was picture day.”
-Eddie Brady ’13
“I was in fourth grade in the 
cafeteria with all my friends. 
The principal came in and told 
us the news and let us out 
early to be with our families. 
My parents wouldn’t let me 
watch the TV.”
-Michaela Bero ’14
1-800-462-1944  |  Hamden & North Haven,  Connecticut
To fi nd out how Quinnipiac can help you succeed in your career, call 1-800-462-1944, 
e-mail graduate@quinnipiac.edu or visit www.quinnipiac.edu/gradstudies. 
At Quinnipiac University, our students are our main focus. It’s why we offer 23 graduate degrees in fi elds ranging from business to health sciences. 
It’s also why Quinnipiac was ranked a top 10 northern regional university offering a full range of masters-level programs by U.S. News & World Report 
and second in the northern region in U.S. News’ Up-and-Coming Schools category.
THE ONLY THING MORE
IMPRESSIVE
THAN OUR STATS ARE OUR
GRADUATES.
Education
Elementary
Secondary
Educational Leadership
Teacher Leadership*
Communications
Interactive Media**
Journalism
Public Relations 
Law
Health Sciences
Biomedical Sciences
Cardiovascular Perfusion
Nursing
Occupational Therapy 
(post-professional)*
Pathologists’ Assistant
Physician Assistant
Radiologist Assistant
Arts & Sciences
Molecular & Cell Biology
Business
Information Technology* 
MBA**
MBA-CFA® Track (Chartered Financial  
Analyst)
MBA/HCM (Health Care Management)**
MBA-SCM (Supply Chain Management)
MBA/JD (Joint degree in business 
and law)
Organizational Leadership*
* Program offered only online 
**Program offered on campus or online 
“My dad came from 
three buildings over 
and picked me up from 
school.”
-Kelly Hand ’15
“I was in a second grade 
classroom.”
-Oliver Cahill ’16
“After I got back from 
school, my mom took 
me outside and told 
me about it. I didn’t 
understand until I went 
inside and watched TV.”
-Dave O’Connor ’14
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WHO:    We are one of most respected and  experienced  landlords 
   in the area, having rented to two  generations and       
   thousands of  Providence College students. 
WHAT:   We have the 2nd largest inventory  of  Off Campus      
   Housing within the Providence College  Community. 
WHEN:   We have owned properties on Eaton Street  since the   
   1980’s, meaning before you were even born!  
WHERE:  We have eight great houses  right on Eaton Street  located 
   between the lower gate and Huxley Avenue.  We are also 
   on   Pembroke,  Radcliffe,  and Tyndall Avenues. 
WHY:  We believe our reputation is much more important than 
   our size,  that earning your respect is far more important 
   than just taking your money, and that integrity is infinitely 
   more important  than empty promises. 
 
WE ARE NOT A NUMBER, AND NEITHER ARE YOU!   
RED DOOR RENTALS 
401-219-1425 
On health care, the Democrats have 
made the commitment to maintaining, 
preserving, and fully implementing 
the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (“Obamacare”), Obama’s 
most significant first term domestic 
accomplishment. Furthermore, the 
Democrats have made it clear that 
they intend to preserve the promises 
of Medicare and vehemently oppose 
the reforms proposed by Congressman 
Paul Ryan, a reform that Vice President 
Biden criticized as “Vouchercare.” 
On women’s issues, the Democrats 
are committed to maintaining abortion 
rights for American women. This issue 
has taken a particular new tone with 
the recent words of the Republican 
candidate for Senate, Congressman 
Todd Akin (R-MI). When asked 
whether abortion should be allowed 
in instances of rape, Akin responded, 
“It seems to me first of all, from 
what I understand from doctors, that 
[pregnancy as a result of rape] is really 
rare. If it’s a legitimate rape, the female 
body has ways to try to shut that whole 
thing down.” Democrats have taken 
advantage of Akin’s comment by using 
it to label the Republican Party as anti-
woman. So far, it has worked, as the 
president has much higher support 
from women than does Governor 
Romney. 
On civil rights, the Democrats 
made history by having the first 
party platform in American history 
committed to marriage rights and 
marriage equality for all. 
World
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On immigration, the Democrats 
are committed to immigration reform 
through the DREAM (Development, 
Relief, and Education for Alien 
Minors) Act. Furthermore, they also 
have expressed support for providing 
a path for undocumented aliens to earn 
citizenship. These very pro-immigrant 
positions have been reflected in the 
high support that the president gets 
from Hispanic and other minority 
groups around the country. 
On education, the Democrats are 
committed to making education more 
affordable and accessible for all. The 
president has made it clear that he 
does not want to see the Pell Grant 
system cut, because so many students 
around the country rely on it to pay for 
the ever-increasing cost of tuition. 
On jobs and the economy, the 
president is committed to bringing 
job growth to America through a 
reform of the tax code, including the 
elimination of tax breaks that make 
it more profitable for companies to 
build factories overseas and allowance 
of the Bush tax cuts to expire for 
those that make more than $250,000 
a year. The Democrats have also 
made a commitment to help the 
faltering organized labor movement, 
which has been defeated on many 
fronts throughout the country, from 
Wisconsin with the referendum victory 
by Governor Scott Walker to New 
Jersey and Governor Chris Christie’s 
tackling of the teachers’ unions.
Healthcare master and vice 
presidential candidate Paul Ryan came 
to the convention prepared to discuss 
the conservative take on Obama’s 
health care plans. Creator of the 
“Roadmap to Prosperity”, a series of 
House bills meant to reform the present 
day Medicare system, Ryan promised a 
Medicare governed under a traditional 
market competition system. According 
to The Washington Times, Ryan 
proclaimed, “Medicare is a promise, 
and we will honor it. A Romney-
Ryan administration will protect and 
strengthen Medicare for my mom’s 
generation, for my generation, and 
for my kids and yours.” Calling out 
Obama’s plan as potentially sacrificing 
the well-being of the elderly, Ryan’s 
plan suggests supplying Medicare 
patients with vouchers to use in the 
private healthcare market. Ryan’s 
speech to the Republican Convention 
was powerful, directing the attention 
of the American people to the forefront 
of this election. 
A series of speakers, including 
Romney’s wife, family friends, and 
Senator Marco Rubio, attested to the 
character of presidential nominee 
Mitt Romney. Speaker after speaker 
praised Romney’s integrity, calling 
him a neighbor to friends in need and 
a man who faithfully served the people 
of his congregation. Praising Romney 
as a man of superior kindness, faith, 
and determination became a common 
theme at the RNC, distinguishing 
Romney from the political jungle. 
Florida Senator Marco Rubio closed 
his speech with, “We chose a special 
man to lead us in a special time. We 
chose Mitt Romney to lead our nation. 
And because we did, the American 
miracle lived on for another generation 
to inherit.” 
RNC speakers also forced the United 
States’ worldly involvement onto 
the stage at the Tampa Convention. 
Former Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice called the voice of the United 
States “muted” in the world, led under 
a reserved and timid administration. 
Using Obama’s ineffective foreign 
policy in Syria as an example, Rice 
stressed the importance of leadership 
by the United States administration. 
Former presidential candidate and 
Arizona senator John McCain backed 
Rice’s claims, pointing towards 
Obama’s lack of “global leadership” 
in the past four years. Both speakers 
addressed the insurmountable need 
for the United States to remain a global 
leader, emphasizing that peace at home 
begins with fortitude abroad. 
After the announcement of a secret 
celebrity speaker, it was no surprise to 
see 82-year-old actor Clint Eastwood 
take the stage on Aug. 30. Publicly 
endorsing Romney in early August, 
Eastwood showed his support for 
Romney’s business smarts. To a hyped 
up crowd, Eastwood claimed, “When 
someone doesn’t do the job, you’ve 
got to let him go. Just remember that.” 
Eastwood improvised to an imaginary 
Obama on stage, calling his handle 
of the job market “disgraceful,” and 
playfully bantering with the president. 
Eastwood’s appearance added 
some spark to the RNC, leading an 
accomplished and well-loved actor 
into the political limelight. 
DNC RNC
by Adam Staropoli ’14
World Staff
by Meaghan Lambert ’14
World Staff
POLITICS POLITICS
VITAL STATS
Location: Charlotte, N.C.
Date: Sept. 3-6
Presidential Nominee: Barack Obama
VP Nominee: Joe Biden
VITAL STATS
Location: Tampa, Fla.
Date: Week of Aug. 27
Presidential Nominee: Mitt Romney
VP Nominee: Paul Ryan
Democrats Focus On Home Issues GOP Tries to Get Base Fired Up
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Last week, the “Queen of Cocaine” 
was killed.  Griselda Blanco, 69, was 
gunned down by a motorcycle drive-
by shooting in the northwestern 
Colombian city of Medellin, where she 
had been leaving a local butcher shop 
with her pregnant daughter-in-law. 
CNN reported that witnesses “heard 
the roar of a motorcycle and two 
gunshots,” leaving Blanco dead in a 
pool of her own blood. The motorcycle 
drive-by was a style that Blanco created 
in the 1970s and ‘80s, when she worked 
with numerous drug cartels, including 
the infamous Pablo Escobar, to murder 
countless individuals related to the 
drug trade. 
Blanco earned her reputation as 
“the godmother” and the “mafia’s 
mother” while coordinating multi-ton 
shipments of cocaine from Colombia 
to Miami. Blanco was caught by the 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
in 1985 and served time for falsifying 
documents to hide from the authorities. 
Later she was charged with three 
murders in the Miami area, adding 
to her prison sentence. Al Singleton, a 
sergeant with the Metro Dade Police 
Department, reflected on her case, 
stating, “If she was not one of the 
most prolific traffickers in the Miami 
area, she clearly was one of the most 
violent. We’ve got her, conservatively, 
estimated to be involved in at least 40 
homicides between Miami, Queens 
and Broward County.”
The “Queen of Cocaine” may have 
passed her prime long ago, but the 
battle between the drug cartels and 
the local governments has only grown 
fiercer. For every cartel destroyed, 
whether in Colombia or Mexico, 
another steps into its place, creating 
a turf war where the government is 
caught in the middle. Over two years 
ago, Edgar “El Barbie” Valdez Villarreal 
was captured by Mexican authorities, 
a victory for the Mexican government 
because Valdez was considered a 
major source of information on other 
cartels in the region. The Huffington Post 
reported that the American, Valdez, 
came to power after the Mexican 
marines killed the cartel lord Arturo 
Beltran Leyva, which unleashed a 
battle for supremacy between Valdez 
and Beltran Leyva’s brother, Hector. 
During the turf war, “decapitated and 
dismembered bodies littered the streets 
of Cuernavaca and Acapulco, and 
often hung from bridges, along with 
messages threatening one of the two 
feuding factions,” the Post reported. 
Even with Valdez’s information, the 
War on Drugs continued to rage with 
little improvement, as various cartels 
moved into the gap in business that 
Valdez vacated. 
Most recently CNN reported that 
a man who is “presumed to be and 
says he is” Mario Cardenas Guillen 
was detained in the northern Mexico 
state of Tamaulipas. Known as “M1” 
and “The Fat One,” Mario Cardenas 
Guillen became one of the leaders of 
the Gulf cartel after his brother, the 
cartel’s founder, was sentenced to 25 
years in prison in 2010. “The Fat One” 
had previously served time and was 
accused of running some of the cartel’s 
operations in prison through an auto 
body workshop that outfitted cars 
with compartments to transport drugs 
to America. 
CNN has reported that more than 
47,500 people have been killed by 
drug-related violence across Mexico 
since Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon deployed federal troops to 
combat cartels after taking office in 
December 2006. Those numbers are 
just rough estimates, but many believe 
the casualties have been much higher 
than that. So, what improvements 
have actually been made in the War 
on Drugs? As soon as cartel leaders 
are captured, leaderless gangs merge, 
and the drug trade continues its export 
business. Last April, a meeting between 
the Latin American heads of state took 
place in Cartegena, Colombia. At the 
conclusion of the Summit of Americas, 
the Argentina Independent reported that 
the Organization of American States 
ordered an investigation on the War 
on Drugs, stating that, “In confronting 
the vast resources and violent and 
corrupting effects of drug trafficking, 
simply combining uncoordinated 
efforts—even those that have been 
successful—has only had a limited 
impact on the world drug problem, 
and therefore it is necessary to identify 
effective measures on the basis of an 
integrated and balanced approach.” 
Danny Kushlick, from the 
international NGO Transform Drug 
Policy Foundation, explained that “any 
victories against the cartels in one area 
only serve to squeeze the gangs into 
new territory.” Kushlick went on to 
say that “many of the states [in Central 
America] are not robust enough to 
withstand the onslaught, and their very 
existence is brought into question. This 
threat to security, and ultimately to the 
viability of nation states, has brought 
the crisis in the region to a crescendo.” 
Many at the conference simply called 
for regulation of the dealers with less 
THE WAR ON CARTELS:
Death Toll: 47,515 killed from December 2006 to September 2011, 
including gang members, police, army, politicians, journalists, and 
civilians
Location: Northern Mexican states, with some spillover to the southern 
U.S.
Target: Drug cartels smuggling various drugs from Central and South 
America north into the United States and Canada
by Naomi Eide ’13
Senior World Writer
MEXICO, US
Depiction of the suffering of the Mexican people caught between the government 
and the cartels, by Olivier Flores, artist.
Dropping Top Targets Won’t End the Slaughter: 
prosecution of the consumers to allow 
law personnel to focus on detaining 
the sources of the drugs. Kushlick, 
like many others, believes that there 
should be a shift in policy “from 
prohibition to one of management of 
production, supply, and use would 
bring numerous wide-ranging benefits 
to Central America.” 
He continued, “First, with 
the reduction in price following 
legalization and regulation, the narcos 
would leave the trade, as there would 
no longer be the huge untaxed profits 
to be made. This would have the 
knock on effect of reducing violence as 
gangs stop fighting over turf. It would 
also reduce corruption amongst law 
enforcement officers and government 
officials as the need to corrupt reduces, 
and the money to bribe officials 
disappears [and] would also reduce 
militarization in the region.”
The Endless Mexican Bloodbath
Advertise with The Cowl: (401) - 865 - 2214
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Sarah Fitzgerald ’13 spent her 
summer battling some of the largest 
corporations in America. 
She got community groups to 
pressure corporate executives. She 
coordinated a letter writing campaign 
that spanned the country, and she 
trained an army of volunteers to fight 
the battle. 
The fight: to challenge the marketing 
efforts of Nestlé, Coca Cola, and Pepsi 
corporations which, by promoting 
their bottled water, undermine public 
confidence in America’s water system.
Fitzgerald worked as an unpaid 
intern at Corporate Accountability 
International, based in Boston, 
Mass. Her main responsibility was 
to build coalitions within the Latino 
community to push back against 
corporate marketing. 
This task is particularly challenging, 
Fitzgerald said, because ever since the 
1980s, when people first laughed at the 
idea of bottling water, it has become a 
multi-billion dollar industry. 
We need “to assure the public and 
get the word out that no, our initial 
thoughts in the ‘80s were correct, and 
bottled water is completely useless, 
and you can trust what’s out of your 
tap,” she said. 
Fitzgerald’s focus was on the Latino 
community because bottled water 
companies target the Latino and 
African American demographics. The 
reason, Fitzgerald said, is because these 
communities have first generation 
immigrants, who generally come 
from places with unsafe drinking 
water, and are more trusting of bottled 
water.  These companies also promote 
substituting soft drinks with bottled 
water to lower the obesity rate in these 
communities.
 “The underlying message is great—
that we need to stop drinking sugary 
soft drinks—but they leave tap water 
completely out of the equation and 
try to posit bottled water as the only 
healthy safe alternative to Coke and 
Pepsi products,” Fitzgerald said.
Nestlé Corporation, the largest 
bottled water company in the world, 
was especially on Fitzgerald’s radar 
this summer. The company’s practice 
is to build plants in small towns, 
create jobs, and pump water from local 
sources, she said.
“They basically take control of 
water, which is an ecological trust 
and a natural resource, and bottle it 
right out from under people’s feet,” 
Fitzgerald said. 
She also sees irony in the fact that 
Nestlé’s international chairman, Peter 
Brabeck, is in charge of a group called 
the 2030 Water Resources Group, an 
advisory group funded by the World 
Bank. 
“You have a private company that’s 
pushing for corporate control and 
corporate profit of water across the 
globe,” Fitzgerald said. 
Corporate Accountability 
International, where Fitzgerald 
worked, has been challenging 
corporations for decades. They used to 
be called Infact, where they got their 
start in the 1970s lobbying against 
infant formula producers for exploiting 
women in poor countries. 
Now the goal of Corporate 
Accountability International is to 
“challenge the world’s most powerful 
corporations on their human rights 
and environmental abuses,” Fitzgerald 
said. It “is a super lofty goal, but it’s 
a team of incredibly idealistic and 
passionate people, and they actually 
make a lot happen.”
She was part of a team of interns 
who focused on water rights. Her role 
involved calling executive directors of 
Latino organizations and asking them 
to sign letters addressed to Kim Jeffrey, 
the president and CEO of Nestlé.  The 
letters, signed by 32 organizations, 
asked him to stop threatening local 
control of water.  
“Our water may be worth 
billions to Nestlé, but it is precious 
and irreplaceable to us and to the 
thousands of communities around 
the world targeted for your aggressive 
expansion,” the letter said. “People’s 
access to water must be prioritized 
over corporate profit.” 
Fitzgerald also trained volunteers 
across the country to hand-deliver 
the letters to their local Nestlé bottling 
plants.  Over 25 letters were delivered 
and now they are waiting for Nestlé’s 
response.  
This year, Fitzgerald plans to 
help organize a bottled-water free 
movement on PC’s campus. 
Fitzgerald said a school such as PC 
that promotes social responsibility 
in terms of Catholic social thought, 
should be easy enough to convert to 
While You Were Tanning, a Friar Fought Back against Predatory Corporations
by Emily Kennedy ’15
World Staff
UNITED STATES
coming back for more. 
In contrast to the Abbey, located 
across campus, Café Four Twelve 
was a strictly student hangout. This 
contributed to the bar’s esteem—it was 
a common weekend destination for PC 
students, current and former. The easy 
access from the Eaton Gate meant that 
Friars could stroll over to 412 Douglas 
Street and meet friends for drinks or 
dinner. 
Café Four Twelve began its life in 2005 
without a liquor license. Eventually it 
began to sell alcohol as well as food. 
With an average rating of 4.5 stars 
out of five on Yelp.com, a review 
aggregator website, 412 was more than 
just a place to hang out—its food and 
drink selections were excellent. The 
bar review site Beeradvocate.com also 
gave it four stars out of five. 
Senior Mike Rodak reminisced about 
his experience at Café Four Twelve: “I 
was shocked to hear that 412 wouldn’t 
reopen this fall. For me, it gone from 
a place hardly mentioned to a place 
where I would hang out multiple 
times a week.” He continued, “It was 
relatively new and everyone thought it 
was up-and-coming.” 
Indeed, the unexpected closure came as 
a shock to this Cowl reporter, who had 
planned to spend a pleasant Thursday 
evening at the bar, dining on 412’s 
classic grilled flatbread pizza. That all 
came to an end when the front door 
refused to open. The rest is history, and 
now, so is Café Four Twelve.
The story is not a tragic one, as the 
owner is reportedly happy and relaxed 
after his move to the Bug Apple. It is a 
credit to the management that they ran 
Thanks for the 
memories!
a bottled-water free campus. PC has a 
contract with Coke to be the primary 
beverage distributor on campus, 
however, so if the company resists the 
change, it may be hard, she said. 
Although Fitzgerald has had 
previous internships, such as working 
for her local congressman two summers 
ago, her experience at Corporate 
Accountability International was one 
of the best because it gave her a lot of 
responsibility and a high profile job, 
she said. 
“It was an awesome group and I 
met some awesome individuals,” said 
Fitzgerald, “but also got some pretty 
cool work done.” 
Four Twelve: All Good Times Must Come to an End...
Continued from front page
SAADIA AHMAD’14
Good luck in New York City, Dan!
-Your Friends in Providence
a successful, even thriving business 
for seven years and became a staple 
of PC campus life. For generations of 
Sarah Fitzgerald ’13 campaigns for water rights on behalf of impovershed nations.
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BELOW:
The annual Priory BBQ took place this past Tuesday afternoon, 
featuring a dinner of burgers and Dominican-led tours of St. 
Thomas Aquinas Priory.
Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor
ABOVE:
In honor and remembrance of the victims and those affected by the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the College Republicans student organization placed 
2,977 flags in the center of Slavin Lawn.
BECCA BROPHY ’13/ THE COWL
by M
ichael Rose  ’13
Miscommunication
ABOVE:
Reintroducing the Provapalooza event from last year, BOP, Campus 
Ministry, and the Office of Student Affairs hosted the event over a 
span of five days, featuring events such as tie-dying, carnival-style 
games and foods, and a TimeFlies concert.
BELOW:
On the evening of Monday, September 10, Campus Ministry held 
its bi-annual Open House, offering information and sign-ups for 26 
different groups dedicated to faith formation, communications, social 
justice, spiritual life, and worship and liturgy.
SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
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What is your favorite part
of PC thus far?
PhotographyRoving
“The people are really open here; you can’t go 
anywhere without running into someone you know.”
A.J. Zoellner ’16
“I like that there’s so much to do here since I come 
from a small town.”
Colleen Gardner ’16
“The unlimited number of times you can eat at Ray!“
Karolyn Moni ’16
“The Greenery.“
Samantha Wagner ’16
 “The Squirrels!”
   -Michaela Bolotin ’16
“The Reilly Art Gallery in Smith.“
Madalyn Ciampi ’16
“I like the atmosphere and the people; everyone is 
really nice.“
Meaghan Enright ’16
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Ba t t l e  o f  t h e  C on c e r t s
MUSIC
Big Sean 
October 4 ($20)
Ryan Center 
University of Rhode Island
I know what you are thinking. Big 
Sean is not high on your priority list. 
But come on, whether or not you are 
aware of it, he has been blowing up 
what seems like every major hip-
hop track this summer.  You would 
be lying if there was not a six-week 
phase last semester when you were 
obsessed with his highly circulated 
single “Dance” (also known by a less 
appropriate title). To give the guy 
some credit, he has recently released 
tracks with rappers Kanye West and 
Jay-Z—two who tend to know talent. 
Come Oct. 4, URI will be crawling 
with kids ready to rage to his more 
infamous dance tracks. Think of 
our 2012 Spring Concert, Avicii, but 
with less neon lax pinnies, which is 
not always the worst thing. Big Sean 
beats Wiz by a small margin, solely 
for his newcomer status. Winner.
Wiz Khalifa 
October 13 ($30)
Dunkin’ Donuts Center
Providence, RI 
While Big Sean has been 
featured on every hit track of 
the summer, Wiz has been the 
feature artist of a majority of your 
typical radio hits since 2010. Hits 
like “Young, Wild, and Free” and 
“Roll Up” still have the ability to 
make even the biggest mainstream 
music dissenters perk up. There 
is no doubt that he will pull in a 
wild crowd that will absolutely fill 
the Dunk, and you cannot beat the 
proximity to PC. While the energy 
at the show will undoubtedly 
be high (no pun intended), the 
potential of hearing him spit his 
“Payphone” verses is enough to let 
Big Sean take the win on this one.  
 
Citizen Cope
November 2 ($32) 
Boston House of Blues
Among the great ‘90s-’00s 
“original” acoustic bands, Citizen 
Cope makes my personal top 
five among other standards like 
Dave Matthews. Singer Clarence 
Greenwood has been wooing fans for 
nearly two decades and has yet to lose 
his charm as he swoons out dreamy 
ballads like “Let the Drummer Kick.”  
His voice is simple, natural, and 
smooth—sure to make the band’s 
other hits, like “Bullet & A Target,” 
irresistible. Citizen Cope is the winner 
in this round due to their wider range 
of songs. Winner.
 
     Dispatch
October 6 ($46) 
Agannis Arena 
Boston University
Dispatch has been around since 
our preschool days, and they have 
managed to remain relevant. Their 
soothing and soulful hits, like “The 
General,” are blasted through the 
quad as soon as the first warm 
day rolls around. The guys have 
a devoted fan base that tends to 
be a few years older than our own 
collegiate crowd, but since the 
show is at Boston University, the 
crowd will be full of younger fans 
(and not the “younger fans” that 
will be throwing themselves at 
Wiz Khalifa). Dispatch is known 
for throwing soothing shows in 
the largest of venues, so we look 
forward to seeing how they 
turn this massive arena into an 
intimate concert. 
PHOTO CREDIT: concordy.com
Ed Sheeran 
September 19 ($22)
Boston House of Blues
Ed Sheeran has recently emerged 
on the mainstream due to his 
quality songwriting. This British 
songwriter is known for his songs 
“The A-Team” and “Lego House,” 
two soulful ballads that have been 
making their way onto the radio 
since the beginning of summer. 
His raging red hair is not the only 
thing that will keep you entertained. 
His music has been winning major 
awards all over England and 
Ireland since 2010, when he was first 
discovered by Jamie Foxx. VH1 is 
sending Sheeran on its promotional 
tour, and while I am still skeptical 
as to whether or not people actually 
still watch VH1, for just $22 you 
can see the amazing and intimate 
performance of a great up-and-
coming artist. 
The Avett Brothers
September 16 ($50)
Bank of America Pavilion 
Boston
Speaking from personal 
experience, The Avett Brothers attract 
a diverse audience and put on an 
absolutely phenomenal show. These 
Carolinian brothers have been on the 
rise for the past couple of years, but 
they have only recently emerged as 
one of the best country/folk bands. 
Their raw yet light, uplifting yet 
heart wrenching songs have the 
ability to speak to all music lovers. 
From ballads about the importance 
of family, to thrashing songs about 
drunken mistakes, The Avett Brothers 
manage to make an unreal country 
show that is the farthest thing from 
honky-tonk. At such a great (and 
close) venue, you would be crazy to 
miss them this Sunday when they 
do their seemingly never ending set 
at the Bank of America Pavilion in 
Boston. While it is twice as expensive 
as Sheeran, the energy will be 
unmatched, which makes The Avett 
Brothers the winner in this match. 
Winner.
VS.
VS.
VS.
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Movie-Goers Are Moving On
FOOD
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by Marisa Urgo ’14
A&E Staff
FILM
Chances are you were not at the 
movies this weekend. This weekend 
had the worst movie attendence in over 
a decade. It is important to note that the 
last weekend to match these terrible 
ticket sales was September 21-23, 2001, 
two weekends after the September 11 
attacks. That time frame makes sense, 
as people were still in shock from 
the attacks, and only Mariah Carey’s 
infamously horrible movie, Glitter, was 
premiering. 
This weekend, however, is a bit more 
puzzling. No film crossed over $10 
million. Even the top 12 grossed only 
$51.9 million combined. The movie 
topping the charts is The Possession, 
with a meager $9.5 million. The new 
Shia LaBeouf film, Lawless, took in 
only $6 million in its second weekend, 
while the new Bradley Cooper film, 
The Words, raked in $5 million from 
only 2,801 theatres. 
So why the decline? In general, 
movie revenues have been declining 
steadily over the past 10 years. 
Personally, I have seen about five 
movies total in 2012. Two were 3D 
remakes of my favorite movies of all 
time, The Lion King and Titanic—(I still 
believe it the ‘90s). Another was paid for 
during Orientation (Thanks, S.A.I.L!). 
That left two movies that intrigued me 
enough to see and pay out of pocket. 
As much of a weirdo as I sound, I am 
actually not alone. A Gallup poll from 
2005 indicates that people pay to see 
four movies per year in theatres. These 
figures from almost 10 years ago match 
theatre revenue today. 
Roger Ebert, a famous movie critic, 
cites price as the second reason for the 
decline of movie revenue, but I believe 
it to be the first. A typical movie ticket 
is about $10. It does not make any 
sense to pay $10 for a movie you will 
see once when, if you like it, the DVD 
costs about $15-20 to watch repeatedly. 
Historically, a movie has been cheaper 
than a meal at a restaurant, a sporting 
event, or a concert. That is not quite 
true anymore. I would much rather 
spend $10 on a delicious Thayer Street 
dinner than a mediocre movie. I need 
to eat, but I can find free forms of 
entertainment. The fact that popcorn 
and a drink are the size of my head 
and cost as much as my college 
education also factors into that. 
Cost may also be the reason 
moviegoers have shifted to Netflix 
and illegal movie streaming sites. 
Netflix costs $16 for the full package 
of streaming and shipping DVDs, 
and only about $8 for just streaming 
per month. While those movies are 
not necessarily new and in theatres, it 
is often better to catch up on classics 
you have always meant to see or enjoy 
movies you would not want to pay to 
see individually. A person with Netflix 
probably watches more than one movie 
per month, which is what the price 
is roughly equivalent to. Aside from 
costs, it is also much more convenient, 
especially for the lazy college student 
who wants to see a particular movie 
but will not make a trip out of it.
There will always be blockbusters, 
like The Hunger Games or The Dark 
Knight, which lure people to a theatre 
for the full experience, complete with 
the giant popcorn, chatty friends 
beside them, and perhaps quirky 3D 
glasses. However, the movie industry 
cannot depend on one movie every 
few months to keep it alive. Movies 
have to decrease their prices or we will 
start  seeing a lot of empty theatres.
by Sarah Dombroski ’13
A&E Editor
As a devotee of Froyo World, 
Thayer Street’s reigning king who de-
throned Juniper, I was skeptical of 
Hot and Cold. However, as I sip on 
my iced coffee with a belly filled with 
California Tart, I can honestly tell you 
that this review has a happy ending. 
Mismatched décor aside, Hot and Cold 
boasts a college-friendly atmosphere 
that provides WiFi and caffeine—win, 
win, win. 
Hot and Cold has a repertoire of 
10 flavors that they switch out on a 
weekly basis. California Tart is a staple, 
thankfully. As I walked into Hot and 
Cold, I was on a mission. Tart with fruit. 
Sitting on the table by the door were 
not only cups, but also complimentary 
sample cups, a nice courtesy for a new 
establishment to provide. I sampled the 
low-fat pomegranate with an energy 
boost, and although it did not make the 
cut, I appreciated the originality of the 
flavor. I grabbed a cup with gusto, and 
filled it to the brim with California tart, 
strawberries, and kiwi. The froyo was 
creamy while still retaining the flavor 
of frozen yogurt, versus tasting like 
ice cream. The fruit at Hot and Cold 
looked fresh and delicious, chopped 
up and stored in a sectioned-off area. A 
suggestion may be a sneeze guard, but 
to each his own. 
I topped off my time spent at 
Hot and Cold with an iced coffee. 
I felt that it would be important to 
indulge in both aspects of the name, 
but accidentally contradicted myself 
when I went for the iced coffee instead 
of something on the hotter side of 
the spectrum. You cannot win them 
all…         but I won when I ordered 
iced coffee at Hot and Cold. I was 
pleasantly surprised that the coffee 
was actually good. Although they 
have a grammatical error on their 
cups, “Highly caffeinated people do 
more good,” Pura Vida coffee gets an 
A+ in my book (and I am guessing 
the grammar mistake was, in fact, 
intentional). 
All in all, Hot and Cold gets rave 
reviews. The froyo and coffee are 
great, and for those underclassmen 
sans cars who cannot afford to be 
divas, it is very walkable. Hot and 
Cold offers a friendly atmosphere with 
all of the essential components for 
accomplishing anything you set your 
mind to: food, caffeine, and WiFi, a 
winning trio in all aspects. 
Grade: A-
TASTE         TOWN 
Hot and Cold 
895 Smith St.
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Reading The Night Circus is Time Well-Spent
525 Eaton Street, 
Providence, RI
Visit our facebook
at BIG TONY RI
PC CARD 
ACCEPTED 
Handtossed, Brick 
Oven, NY Style
Thin Crust Pizza
www.bigtonyspizzari.com
Drama in the Big Tent
The Sound of Music:
Benefits of Listening As Intended
Sarah O’Brien
Favorite Fall Apparel: Boots
Her Views: These boots are made for walkin’… and rockin’ 
on campus throughout the fall. What’s cooler than a pair of 
high leather boots paired with jeans? (Strut clear of the 
boots-with-mini skirt look—this isn’t Pretty Woman.) Boots are 
the sort of apparel that gives the wearer an instant confidence 
boost. Of course, this is not always a good thing—don’t be 
overconfident that the boots you are wearing can be pulled 
off (figuratively speaking). It’s time we give some types of 
boots the boot. Acceptable: leather boots, suede boots, cowboy 
boots, whatever boots the friars must be sporting under their 
habits, rain boots, and hiking boots. Unacceptable: Uggs, 
anything resembling Uggs, and anything with a name as 
ugly as “Uggs.” Yes, they are comfortable. So are Crocs and 
Snuggies. Let me know the day you wear that ensemble to 
class—I’d get a kick out of it.
Her Views on Sarah:  Flannel Fridays! I don’t hate it. Cute? 
Sometimes. Comfortable? Yes. Overdone? Definitely. This 
look is as tired as you are when you roll out of bed, throw on 
your favorite flannel shirt, and find out three classes later that 
it is inside out. (Play this off with an eye-roll and a slightly 
haughty tone, “Of course it is. Wearing clothes right-side-out 
is so mainstream.”) Aside from this dilemma, you run the 
risk of looking somewhat like a hillbilly. If this is the look 
you are going for, then more power to you. Flannel matched 
with overalls would certainly be a refreshing change from the 
preppy attire that typically graces PC’s campus. (Forget the 
Golf Party—give us a Hillbilly Hoedown!) Final flannel flaw? 
The material is warm…and in my boots, I’ll be hot enough 
already. Insert winky face here.     
This Week: Favorite Fall Apparel
Sarah Dombroski
Favorite Fall Apparel: Flannels
Her Views: A typical response from me for this topic 
would be easy: oversized sweaters. But to be honest, I’m 
pretty sure I have already written about big sweaters at 
least three times. I’m switching it up and attempting to 
crack the male-dominated category of flannels. I’m not 
talking flannels in the women’s section, either. Men’s 
flannels are muted colors and unfitted. This makes you 
look not only more festive, but also like less of a dingus 
because flannels should never be fitted. Albeit this is 
simply my humble opinion. Flannels are soft, warm, 
and just scream, “IT’S FALL AND I KNOW IT.” This 
also means you can also gauge intelligence by flannels, 
because it means the individual donning it is aware of 
what season it is. 
Her Views on Sarah:  My argument against boots is that 
bad boots are really bad. I am not looking forward to the 
season where girls are under the impression that black 
boots with straps, heels, buckles, fur, etc. are autumnal. 
They are just ugly. Also, I find it challenging to pair those 
kinds of boots with either a large sweater or a flannel, 
which are the two items that dominate my wardrobe. 
Good boots are great; nothing is better. However, boots 
gone wrong are a massacre I’d prefer you keep in your 
winter storage box. 
EDITOR  VS.  EDITOR
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Reading The Night Circus is Time Well-Spent
Drama in the Big Tent
by Alanna Smith ’14
A&E Staff
REVIEW
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This summer, between working 
two jobs and writing a novel of 
my own, I somehow managed to 
find time to read 38 books. Many 
were typical fluffy summer reads— 
mysteries and zombie stories and 
such—but there were certainly some 
gems amongst them. One novel 
that stuck out in particular was The 
Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern. 
I was instantly drawn to its cover, 
which is done strikingly and simply 
in black, white, and red. As I found 
out later, this was a case in which 
it was entirely appropriate to judge 
the book by its cover: not only 
did the story itself live up to my 
expectations, but the color scheme 
was very important to the theme of 
the novel. 
“The circus arrives without 
warning.” This first line of the book 
draws the reader into a black-and-
white world where dreams and 
reality twist and mingle. While the 
characters travel all over the world, 
the main setting always remains as 
the circus. The plot is set in motion 
by, and revolves around, two rival 
magicians who train their respective 
pupils, Marco and Celia, to compete 
in a complex and insidious game. 
The circus is the playing ground 
for this contest—a contest which 
controls the lives of every member 
of the traveling fair. 
The plot may sound simple, but 
it is just as complicated as the game 
played by the two young magicians. 
The story is told over the course 
of several decades, from multiple 
points of view. The narrative 
switches between the past, the 
future, and the present-day (where 
the reader is a character). In addition 
to keeping track of the changes in 
time and point of view, the author 
also deliberately shrouds important 
details and actions, challenging the 
reader to infer what happens. 
I loved reading this book. Every 
chapter held another astonishing 
surprise. I thought that the author 
worked well within the confines 
of the setting. Everything in the 
titular night circus is either black or 
white–tents, costumes, food…and 
even the flames of the torches that 
light the paths of the visitors. Erin 
Morgenstern succeeds in filling 
the circus with a whole manner 
of inventive things, all of which 
struck me as highly original. One 
of my favorite attractions in the 
circus was a tent filled with a “cloud 
maze.” Her use of language is, for 
lack of a better term, sumptuous. 
Through well-selected—if a tad 
decadent—diction, Morgenstern 
appeals to all five senses. 
A cast of colorful characters 
decorates the pages, and they are all 
fascinating. My feelings for various 
characters spanned from adoration 
to pity to contempt. While the whole 
book seems to exist in a dimension 
very close to (but not quite like) 
Earth, the interactions between 
characters seems genuine. I thought 
that the romantic tension between the 
two main characters was especially 
well done, considering that we live 
in a time where Fifty Shades of Grey is 
thought of as a romance novel. 
The Night Circus is not perfect, as 
no books are, but its issues are too 
minute to discuss here. For me, what 
I disliked about it was the ending. 
It wasn’t bad; in fact, it wrapped 
up the book perfectly. I was just 
disappointed that the novel had to 
end at all. 
  Grade: B+
In a way, I miss the days of the 
Walkman. Hear me out; I concede 
the immeasurable luxuries of an 
iPod—and subsequently an iPhone 
or any smartphone—I am not a 
complete caveman. But despite their 
excessive size, cumbersome circular 
shape, and just overall bulkiness, 
those crazy Walkmen actually forced 
us as listeners to experience music in 
a different way than what seems to 
be the overwhelming norm now. We 
have succumbed to the temptation 
of instant gratification, by selecting 
various chart-toppers from a scattered 
selection of albums, and in doing so 
the art of settling on a single CD and 
then proceeding to actually listen to it 
as a whole appears to be extinct. We are 
generally content to incessantly press 
shuffle as we lazily let fate decide what 
we listen to next; we have all developed 
musical commitment issues.
This is a pity. Any album, from one 
as obscure as Tourist History by the 
endearing Irish band Two Door Cinema 
Club to Meatloaf’s legendary Bat Out of 
Hell, is painstakingly designed to tell a 
story, progressions from track to track 
that may seem mindless were actually 
chosen carefully and purposely. To 
listen to one song alone is like reading 
a chapter out of a novel; it is probably a 
great read, and it might be your favorite 
and the most entertaining part, but it 
is just an excerpt. The ebb and flow of 
 
 
 
each individual album is what makes it 
unique and distinguishes it from all its 
counterparts. 
Most recently, I sat through Of 
Monsters and Men’s My Head is an 
Animal (I did not dwell on the title). 
A compilation of 13 songs that vary 
in degree of pep and melancholy, this 
album as a whole is extremely satisfying. 
In fact, the tracks flow together so 
well that the end result is the feeling 
of having listened to one extremely 
dynamic and stirring—albeit long—
song. At the risk of sounding trite, 
the true benefit of listening to a whole 
album is how it will play with your 
emotions, lifting them and dropping 
them on an elaborate rollercoaster in a 
way that a single track simply cannot. 
Some particular highlights from this 
CD are the upbeat “Little Talks,” the 
soothing “Slow and Steady,” and 
the tremendously catchy “Mountain 
Sound” and “Lakehouse.” However, 
it’s the complimentary way in which 
they are strung together that shows 
this six-person band from Iceland’s 
true artistry.
Now if you’re convinced that you 
don’t have 40 or so minutes to dedicate 
to an entire record, I beg to differ. That 
hour you are on Facebook before you 
The Sound of Music:
Benefits of Listening As Intended
by Alexandra Tilden ’14
A&E Staff
REVIEW
go to bed? A session at the gym? When 
you have 20+ Civ pages to get through? 
These are all excellent opportunities 
to invest in bands, and give them the 
time they probably hoped would be 
invested in their creations.  Of course, 
picking favorites is inevitable. And 
maybe you will never listen to half of 
the songs ever again, but just give it 
a shot. Worst case scenario, you will 
at least have heard something you 
wouldn’t have otherwise, but far more 
likely, you will walk away with the 
feeling that you have actually had a 
genuine listening experience.
PHOTO COURTESY OF BUZZINEMUSIC.COM
Commentary
he paused and whistled, “phew.” 
Shaking his head, Vidmar says, 
“Their lives are transformed. They go 
from what they had been to different 
people. And they do it with the help 
of other prisoners.” As he finished, Fr. 
Vidmar smiled and raised his voice in 
awe of the transformation these men 
undergo and the support group the 
prisoners have created for each other. 
We hear about grace every week at 
Mass, yet it remains an abstract idea 
for many of us, relegated to the Chapel 
and only brought out for an hour on 
Sundays. But when Fr. Nic and Fr. 
Vidmar spoke of the power of grace 
that they witnessed at Norfolk prison, 
it was real, substantial, and living an 
active force that touches not only the 
prisoners, but all of us as well. As 
odd as it may sound, we too can find 
inspiration in the stories of these men, 
and be transformed by them and the 
grace flowing through them.BE
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ND
BA
RS
Page 17
  September 13, 2012
by Matt Santos ’14
Commentary Staff
campus
With Dunkin’ Donuts Comes Corporate Emergence
“I go to Norfolk prison to meet 
people who are going to enter heaven 
probably before me...because they 
are so much closer to the cross.”
by Tommy Cody ’13
Senior Commentary Writer 
campus
PC’s Friars 
Reach Out
“I go to Norfolk prison to meet 
people who are going to enter 
heaven probably before me,” Fr. 
Nicanor Austriaco, O.P., said with a 
faint smile and glance up at the sky, 
“because they are so much closer to 
the cross.” He finished, and without 
a breath nor a pause to collect 
his thoughts, asked, “What other 
questions do you have for me?” As if 
what he just said was simply a small 
piece of conventional wisdom.  
On top of his duties as a biology 
professor, head of his own research 
lab, and the resident Dominican in 
Aquinas, Fr. Nic also serves as a 
chaplain to a group of lay (non-priests, 
nuns, or sisters) Dominicans at MCI 
Norfolk, a medium/maximum-security 
prison in Norfolk, Mass. Many of the 
prisoners who Fr. Nic works with 
have been sentenced to life in prison. 
“There are men there who have killed 
their children, raped elderly women, 
and killed two cops.” He rattled off the 
offenses, squinting into the distance, 
and trying to remember the litany of 
crimes these men had committed. “So, 
you are dealing with a gamut of evil,” 
he continued, giving up on trying to 
remember the rest. “These are some of 
the gravest evils that a human being 
can fall into.” He paused this time, 
looked down, and took a breath. “Yet 
I have been privileged to be witness to 
God’s mercy and God’s grace and to 
see how they have come to faith.” 
I listened, wide-eyed and mouth 
agape as he spoke of these men with 
the utmost sincerity and love. He spoke 
plainly, knowing he need not embellish 
but only tell the truth for the power of 
these men’s stories to have an effect. 
“You see a different side of life when 
you work with lifers. They help you to 
see how God is incredibly merciful.” 
During his time working with the 
prisoners at Norfolk, Fr. Nic has learned 
the power of God’s grace. “They truly 
embrace the Gospel and try to live it 
out.  Despite their history and despite 
their vices, the men I serve are really 
becoming saints in a prison. And wow!” 
he blurted, throwing his head back, “it 
has been a wonderful place for me to be 
a priest and to be a Dominican.”
Another Dominican, Fr. John 
Vidmar, O.P., a history and Civ 
professor, recently went with Fr. Nic 
to the prison to give a talk on his book. 
He thought he would be tense and 
nervous while speaking at the prison, 
but found it much easier than he had 
originally thought. “What’s amazing 
is how normal everyone seems,” Fr. 
Vidmar reflected, leaning back in his 
chair. “You have conversations with 
these guys and you would never 
know that they had done anything 
wrong. You are sitting down and 
talking, just like I am talking to you.” 
He paused and leaned forward, “And 
you are thinking to yourself, ‘what 
did this guy do?’” 
Speaking to the lay Dominicans at 
Norfolk had a profound impact on 
Fr. Vidmar. He too felt the power of 
God’s grace working in these men’s 
lives. “When these guys find Jesus,” 
With the new school year, many 
changes to the Providence College 
campus are evident. The ground has 
been broken on the Ruane Center for 
the Humanities, the Huxley gate has 
been modified, and a thousand new 
bright faces fill spaces of freshman 
dorms campus-wide. One of the 
most interesting changes has been 
the establishment of a Dunkin’ 
Donuts where PC Perk once stood. 
The presence of this new coffee 
shop marks a corporate chain’s 
emergence on our campus for the 
first time in recent memory. While I 
will unabashedly enjoy many an iced 
coffee, there are a few reservations I 
have with the change.
First off, I’ll miss the old hours. I’m 
not talking about the truncated hours 
from this past year, I’m talking about 
the two-years-ago hours, when the 
bright lights of PC Perk shone as late 
(or early) as three in the morning. 
Back in the good ol’ days when a 
Mop Sauce with a black coffee at 
2:30 in the morning was a real and 
welcome possibility. Back when the 
Civ readings past one in the morning 
went down a little more smoothly with 
a flatbread pizza to chew on. But now, 
with a slightly more limited schedule, 
these late night treats only remain as 
a fond memory. The days of forgoing 
Golden Crust for an on-campus option 
are behind us.
My second concern with this 
establishment of the Dunkin’ Donuts 
involves those who once worked at 
PC Perk. As some of you may have 
noticed, the staff at the new location 
is new as well, presumably coming 
along with the company this summer. 
For me, I’ll certainly miss the people 
who used to work at PC Perk last 
year, knew my order before walking 
up (trying to cut down on the caffeine 
this year), and would always ask 
about my day. It kind of had that 
homey Cheers feel. It’s a shame that 
those people who used to be at PC 
Perk are now, presumably, out of a job 
because of the move.
That brings me to my third 
reservation. I wonder if this will begin 
a pattern of corporate establishments 
finding their way on to our campus. 
Will Yella’s turn into a Subway in the 
next few years? Does the Baja station 
turn into a Taco Bell? If these sorts of 
things continue to happen, my only 
hope is that the staff at these places will 
still find employment in the school, 
perhaps at Ray or other parts of Slavin. 
I would, personally, hate to see all 
those friendly faces be replaced with 
the corporation’s employees.
However, I must give credit where 
credit is due. As noted by Andres 
Taborda ’15 in his article in The Cowl 
last week, “the College has decided 
to donate its profits to Catholic Relief 
Services.” At least with this corporate 
presence felt on campus, the charitable 
aspects of our school have not been 
lost among the donuts, Coolattas, and 
bagels. Hopefully, some good may be 
done with the money spent to keep our 
student body alert and functioning.
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Providence College opens the new Dunkin’ Donuts. 
Current hours are Sunday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday to 
Friday 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
To many of us, the Dominicans are 
just the men in white robes we see 
every once in a while walking around 
campus, in the occasional class, and 
on Sundays. We do not realize the 
amount of service these men do. Fr. 
Nic and Fr. Vidmar are by no means 
the only Dominicans engaging in 
service off campus. Our Dominicans 
are a greatly untapped resource, just 
waiting to help students any way 
they can. So, I implore you, do not 
be content to just shake their hands 
outside the chapel after Mass. Get to 
know them and be transformed. 
If you are interested in learning 
more about Fr. Nic’s work at MCI 
Norfolk you can contact him at 
naustria@providence.edu.
Want  to Learn More?
Santos ’14 Discusses His Reservations about New Coffee Shop 
Did you know that 91% of all 
smartphone users have their phone 
within arm’s reach 24/7, and they check 
their phone 150 times a day (Morgan 
Stanley, 2012)? Mobile technological 
innovation is the future. 
With the daily release of thousands 
of apps and four billion downloaded 
each day, this increasingly competitive 
app market paves the way for the 
development of app marketing 
and public relations services. 
Apple Insider explains the current 
difficulties with the competitiveness 
of the App Store: “The reality is 
there are only a couple of thousand 
apps that really make some kind of 
downloads. Most of the applications 
on Apple’s iOS App Store are un-
downloaded, unranked, and largely 
invisible software options.”  
In order for an app to appear 
in the Top 25 category of the App 
Store, TechCrunch states that it 
must attain 38,400 daily downloads 
for free iPhone apps and 3,530 for 
paid iPhone apps. As the market 
accelerates, how will developers be 
able to earn enough revenue to pay 
off their development costs? 
Interestingly, App Promo’s studies 
show that app developers who utilized 
marketing services for their apps 
earned more than $50,000 in revenues 
with their most successful app. They 
also increased their revenues in order 
to break even with development costs. 
ApproStar, a mobile marketing 
firm based in New York City, 
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Tangents  & Tirades
Help! I’m a Junior and I’m Lost
Poop. It needs to be flushed. I am sick and tired of going into various public 
restrooms on Providence College’s campus and finding someone’s unfinished 
business. PC hasn’t had its water supply cut off for months. We aren’t in the 
habit of using outhouses or portable booths. We aren’t saving our poop in the 
bowls to evaluate with Bristol’s Stool Chart. We don’t employ the ABM workers 
to clean it. We aren’t jungle animals. Flushing is so simple, and there’s no excuse 
not to do it. If toddlers can do it, so can you! #ifitsbrownflushitdown.  
P.S. If you find this tangent disgusting, just remember: If people flushed, I 
wouldn’t have to write this. 
—Genevieve Ilg ’14
Just Flush 
We All Scream for Ice Cream
Early Bird Gets the...A?
Mission Impossible: The Gym 
“Who are all these people?” I think as I make my way through Ray the 
first few days of classes. I should know because I’ve been at PC for two years, 
but I have no clue, since it turns out that most of them are underclassmen. 
Upperclassmen seem to be hiding in their suites, apartments, and houses. Junior 
year was supposed to be the year of total familiarity, but that’s just not possible. 
Whether the changes involve saying good-bye to the graduating class of 2012 or 
welcoming the incoming class of 2016, no year at college will be the same as your 
last. For those of you beginning your first year at PC, you’re not alone in your 
disorientation. Here’s the truth: total security and comfort is an illusion, so don’t 
sweat it if you get lost. I know I still do. 
—Beatriz Forster ’14
Hard ice cream in Ray is the best treat to work toward during a week of 
studying! Not only is the ice cream great, but the long line is the perfect place 
for small talk. This past Sunday, an amusing freshman entertained me and my 
friends while in line. He had us laughing the entire time we were standing there. 
He even made two cones for himself, clearly taking advantage of this rare Ray 
luxury, which was quite impressive. Sunday night ice cream enhances bonding 
and brings out the best in all of us, even the shy, or not-so-shy, freshmen. 
—Kelly Sullivan ’15
As I am approaching my fourth and final year here, I have seen and 
experienced a lot of what PC has to offer: the fun, the food, the late nights, and 
the never-ending exams. But there is one thing I have never had to endure until 
now: the dreaded 8:30 class. This year, I have decided to sacrifice my coveted 
mornings for a professor who I particularly have enjoyed taking. And while 
I know it’ll be worth it, it will not be easy for these first few weeks.  I am one 
of those students who needs a good night’s sleep and time to get ready in the 
morning before class. I am slightly nervous about my ambition right about 
now, but this 8:30 time slot is something I am ready to dominate. These early 
mornings are opportunities to learn something we are all working towards 
together. If I get a case of the grumpies, well, thank goodness there is a Dunkin’ 
Donuts on campus. 
—Kaylee Miller ’13
This is to whomever thought he was saving the extinction of the treadmill by 
deciding to put a television on top, and to whomever decided to buy exclusively 
these types of treadmills for PC’s gym. As much as it’s nice to be tortured by all 
the food commercials that could ever possibly come on in a half hour, trying 
to read the subtitles while my whole body is in motion gets annoying after 
30 seconds. More importantly, how am I supposed to people-watch? There 
are these expansive glass windows with a wonderful view of campus, yet if I 
crane my head to the side to look out, the kid next to me thinks I’m staring at 
him. Turning the TV off just leaves me to stare at my own bobbing reflection. 
Oh, and I recommend not closing your eyes. Maybe someone can invent a 
retractable television for the top of my treadmill?
—Jenn Giffels ’14
What are You “App” to?
by Christina Moazed ’15
Commentary Staff
society
specializes in the promotion of mobile 
apps. Their services boost app user 
downloads and revenue with their 
non-incentivized platforms for mobile 
and tablet devices. ApproStar offers 
various strategic marketing services, 
including pre-launch campaigns, 
social media marketing, App Store 
SEO, event marketing, promotional 
merchandise campaigns, etc. There 
are also App Store Analytic platforms 
that evaluate if reviews and ratings 
are advantageous or harmful to an 
app’s sales. The future of building a 
profitable and successful app requires 
the investment of marketing services 
in order for developers to build a 
strategic business and marketing plan.
What consumers will soon notice in 
the development of the app industry, 
similar to the progression in the online 
world of social media networks, is 
increased personalization of apps. 
These apps will be able to predict 
trends and behavioral patterns of 
consumers and will allow developers 
to further update the software 
according to these trends. Colleges 
and universities are designing, 
building, and publishing personalized 
higher education mobile apps for their 
students. Providence College’s dining 
app provides daily updates for all 
designated food locations on campus. 
There is also a sports app published by 
CBS Interactive, Inc. that mainstreams 
athletic news, photos, and videos. 
The future of mobile will bring 
advancements in individualized app 
platforms. The use of a smartphone will 
soon replace the functions of a wallet by 
authorizing transactions and verifying 
identity. The invention of wireless 
charging and waterproof resistance are 
other anticipated improvements. The 
release of the iPhone 5 on September 
12, 2012 marks the first time that 
a technological product has been 
analyzed, investigated, and leaked 
with such extreme intensity. Only time 
will tell how the market will change 
with this release this week.
“Providence College’s dining app 
provides daily updates for all designated 
food locations on campus. ”
Twelfth Night
By: William Shakespeare
Blackfriars Dance
Concert
Performances:
October 26-28
November 2-4
Performances:
November 16 & 17
Smith Center Box Office: 401-865-2218
TDF Academic Office: 401-865-2327
•   •   •
www.providence.edu/theatre
Like us on Facebook!
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Dear Faithful,
Do me a favor and 
do yourself a favor—
reread that question. 
You, like so many, 
have misplaced your 
priorities. Ask not what 
the chapel basement 
kids should think of 
you, but what you should think of 
the chapel basement kids. Now, the 
situation is serious, but not completely 
hopeless. Clearly you’ve spent your 
college career worrying about fitting in 
rather than searching for a dreamy lax 
bro. So it’s time for a little proactivity. 
You have a whole year to shed that 
anxious persona, poof that hair, and 
keep sporting those less than Mary 
modest outfits! But don’t let your inner 
vixen keep you from the 10:30 mass. As 
any good Catholic knows, you can sin 
as much as you like Saturday night—
as long you make Confession bright 
and early Sunday morning. Religiosity 
is not synonymous with nerdocracy.
Kisses,
P.S.Avoid those Post Mass Bashes. 
No man wants a fatty.
COMMENTARYSeptember 13, 2012
This Week:
Want to Learn...WWJD?
Dear Tiffany and Earl, 
This is my senior year and the religious aspect of PC 
still makes me uncomfortable. My family and I aren’t 
really religious and I feel like people can sense it, just by 
looking at me—I don’t exactly wear church-appropriate 
clothing. The 10:30 mass seems to be a secret society that I 
can’t join and I always tip-toe past the chapel. I really want 
to embrace religious life and my goal is to make it to Post-
Mass Bash. How can I become more religious without 
letting my paranoia get the best of me?
Hopefully,
Want to be Faithful
Ti f fany   Ear l&
Improving PC one problem at a time. 
Tiffany EARL 
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by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain
The Year of the Wedding
V a l u e sCORR
by Emily Corr ’13
Commentary Staff
Let’s Talk about Sex, Baby!
society
I know what you’re thinking—
you’ve just glanced at the little apple 
graphic that signifies the beginning 
of yet another year of corny “Corr 
Values” articles, encouraging you to 
be a nice person, a reliable friend, and 
to see the good things in life. But we’re 
going to shake things up this year and 
get our hands a little dirty. We’re going 
to dive headfirst into the nitty-gritty 
issues that college kids love to hate 
and hate to love. And what better way 
to start than to talk about sex.
Yup. I’m going there.
Let’s be frank—sex happens in 
college. A lot. When it really shouldn’t 
be happening at all. Sure, you can 
turn the page right now, shaking your 
head and muttering the word “prude” 
under your breath, but trust me on this 
one. Trust me when I say that living a 
chaste life will leave you happier and 
more fulfilled in the long run. 
To start, let’s clarify a few things. 
Chastity doesn’t imply walking around 
campus in a peasant frock and making 
no physical contact with anyone. Being 
chaste means embracing modesty in a 
broader sense. It means having respect 
for one’s own body and health, as well 
as everyone else’s. It means having 
an air of mystery about you. Think 
about it—what isn’t intriguing about 
a mysterious person? We are often 
attracted to people because we don’t 
know much about them, and we want 
to know more. Taking your clothes off 
ruins that pretty quickly. 
But why choose to be chaste? When 
we’re hungry, we eat. When we’re 
tired, we sleep. Satisfying our perfectly 
natural desire to be with someone 
else should fall under the category of 
instant gratification as well, right? 
Not quite. Think about your favorite 
food in the world. Mine’s chocolate 
cake. Now if I had chocolate cake 
whenever I desired it, not only would 
I be very fat, but it probably wouldn’t 
be my favorite food anymore. There 
would be nothing exciting about 
indulging in it, and I would develop 
an aversion to it after a while. 
The same goes for indulging your 
body physically. Sure, it feels good and 
exciting, but after a while, it will leave 
you wanting more from something 
that can’t give you more. Eventually, 
nothing will be enough and you will 
be left feeling empty.
When you choose to pursue a chaste 
life, you are choosing both the soul and 
body over just the body. By keeping 
some mystery about yourself, you 
will entice people to get to know you, 
not your body. You will encourage 
true friendship based on morals and 
values, and you will grow in mind 
and spirit when you find someone to 
share these gifts with. These things 
can never be accomplished through a 
one-night stand. 
The most important thing to 
remember is that it is never too late to 
choose chastity. We all make mistakes. 
We all have regrets. But if you allow 
your past decisions and experiences to 
be a lesson for yourself and for others, 
you will allow your past to make you 
better, not bitter. 
Dear Wannabe,
It’s kind of sad that 
you can’t figure out 
how to join Catholic 
events when they’re 
pretty much the most 
open and welcoming 
events on campus. 
Like, dude, you can 
literally moonwalk in and people will 
jump all over you to slam-dunk some 
Jesus down in your grill. Your hand 
is literally touching holy script right 
now—look at the two articles up above 
me. Jesus up the wazoo. And of course, 
the weekly benedictions of yours truly 
are practically divine writ. This entire 
campus has Jesus in the atmosphere—I 
can mathematically prove that. For any 
given spot between Eaton and Admiral, 
at least 17 crucifixes are visible. So 
basically you have no excuse for not 
hittin’ up good ol’ J.C., as it were, and 
chillin’ with the super cool campus 
ministry crew. Super cool. The coolest.
Your super cool bro,
I’ll always remember 2012 
as the “Year of the Wedding.” 
In a momentary lapse of good 
judgment, I accepted invitations 
to preside at seven weddings in 
seven consecutive weeks over the 
summer. They were all beautiful 
and jubilant occasions, but one of 
them stands out from the others, 
and not for a good reason. What 
happened, you ask? I committed 
the ultimate wedding faux pas: I 
got into a fight with the bride at 
the rehearsal. 
Here’s what happened: I was 
sitting in my office, piously saying 
my prayers like a good priest before 
the rehearsal, when the bride 
sauntered in. She told me that her 
fiancé (one of my oldest friends) 
would be right along, and that he 
was just bringing the wagon up 
to the chapel. I said, “Okay. Wait 
. . . what?” She informed me that 
they would be using a little red 
wagon during the service. The plan 
was to have a 7-year-old kid pull 
a younger child down the aisle. 
Chuckling, I said, “No, seriously. 
What are you doing?” When I 
realized that she was serious, I told 
her gently, “Yeah . . . we don’t do 
that sort of stuff here at St. Dominic 
Chapel.” With that, her lips pursed, 
her eyes narrowed and she hissed, 
“Well you do now.”
I tried to help her see that’s not 
part of the ceremony, and she yelled 
a little bit more. Luckily the groom-
to-be soon arrived and helped his 
beloved settle down. I reassured 
her that the day was going to be 
beautiful, that she would process 
down the aisle in radiant splendor, 
and that the ceremony would be 
perfect. But we weren’t going to 
make up any cutesy gimmick.
(As an aside, the next day at the 
wedding, the groom and I stood 
at the foot of the altar waiting for 
the bridal party to make its way 
down the aisle. The little kid who 
was forced by the mean priest to 
walk the length of the chapel was 
doing pretty well until he lost his 
footing and went head over heels 
like a cartoon character slipping 
on a banana peel. Unable to resist 
the moment, I leaned over and 
whispered to the groom, “That 
wouldn’t have happened if he 
had a wagon.”)
When it was all said and done, 
the wedding was awesome. The 
bride and the groom, deeply in love, 
were prayerful and exuberant. The 
reception (also a wagon-free affair) 
was flawless, and it was a day that 
none of us will ever forget. But it 
almost got derailed before it even 
started. 
Laughing about the whole 
thing in the aftermath of what 
we’ve come to call “Wagon-gate,” 
the couple and I were reminded 
of the importance of not sweating 
the small stuff. And that’s a lesson 
that all of us here on campus—
stressed out and over-burdened 
as we are—would do well to 
remember. Figure out which 
things in your life are essential and 
which ones are not, and don’t get 
them confused. To do so would be 
to risk missing out on the things 
that make life worth living.
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Reflections of fires fueled by propane tanks,
Flickering and flashing along the banks,
Are carried weightless by the darkened sea
Like captured ghosts that cannot flee
Their single cells
Way ‘bove the shells,
So they dance around all night,
Until relieved by morning light. 
Flicker
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff
photo courtesy NicotreN
Twenty nervous faces looked up at 
Solomon as he entered the hallway. 
A shiver went down his spine as he 
took the last empty seat. One by one 
the faces began disappearing behind a 
large wooden door, returning minutes 
later looking grave. People kept trying 
to explain to him what lay beyond 
that door, but to Solomon, it was 
unimaginable. 
All of the people in that hallway 
had something in common. It wasn’t 
criminal charges or jury duty, but that 
this was the day they all turned 18. It 
was this fact alone that brought them 
all there. 
From an early age, Solomon knew he 
had to make a choice. The government 
made it law after a controversy before 
Solomon was born. He had to choose to 
be a Mentirosa or a Polluer for the rest 
of his life. The two groups constantly 
struggled for control of the country, 
and power changed hands regularly. 
It was common for most children to 
choose whichever group their parents 
belonged to; in fact, most saw it as a 
sign of shame when children chose to 
defy their parents' beliefs. 
The decision Solomon made today 
would follow him for the rest of his life. 
It often affected what communities one 
could live in without fear of judgment 
or persecution and what job fields 
one was allowed to enter. Those high 
up in the groups also frowned upon 
intermarriage.
Solomon’s parents were both 
Polluers, but they had lost faith in the 
group long ago and encouraged him 
to choose whatever group he believed 
he was meant to be a part of. He 
appreciated the opportunity to think 
for himself, but in the back of his mind, 
he secretly wished they had told him 
what to do.
The differences between the groups 
were drastic. It seemed that if one 
group stood for one thing, the other 
group would instinctively believe the 
opposite. This led Solomon to wonder 
if many views were unaccounted for. 
There was also the problem of having 
beliefs on both sides. What group was 
one to choose if, like the Mentirosa, 
they believed houses should be built 
with exactly three stories, but they also 
agreed with the Polluers that there 
should be more public parks? 
Solomon had a lot of time to think 
as more people were going behind the 
door. If he understood and believed in 
policies on both sides, he didn’t know 
how he was going to choose between 
the two. Before he came to the office 
that day he had been watching videos 
of the leaders of both groups and he 
realized something shocking: what 
they were doing to win over members 
was exactly the same. They toted that 
they were family men and they were 
going to fix the country's problems in a 
way the other leader couldn’t. Personal 
attacks on each other were more 
commonplace than actually discussing 
what was wrong in the country. Once 
one group attained power, the other 
did everything it could to prevent 
success so it could regain control. 
The idea of choosing either group 
suddenly made Solomon sick to his 
stomach. He decided to go outside and 
get some fresh air, and then he started 
walking. Once he started, he could not 
stop. Solomon realized he could never 
be a part of either group. Both focused 
all their energy on trying to destroy 
the other, never really trying to run 
the country. He was breaking the law, 
but he knew he was finally making the 
right choice. 
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
FICTION
Divided We Stand
Mentirosa
vs.
Polluer
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Life Infinitum
by Mason Sciotti ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor
If:
	 Life	is	difficult
	 and	#	of	hardships	>	#	of	victories
	 and	Confidence	<	Ideal
And:
	 Future	=	Uncertain
	 Uncertain	=	Terrifying
	 Terrifying	=	Crippling
	 Crippling	=	Destructive
	 Then	Future	=	Destructive
Then:
End	Program.
Interested in creative writing? 
Join  Portfolio! 
Pick up an app today at  Slavin LL04
Fast  Fiction
I started the day baptismal white, but forgot sunscreen. 
Hours later, I woke up from my nap at the beach a painful 
clown nose red.
Fifty shades of red
by Mason sciotti ’15
Asst. portfolio editor
Here's the deal:  25 words or less. 
One title.  An entire story.
[ERROR] 
Life = Vital 
Cannot be terminated.
Cannot compute. 
Try:
	 Love	=	omnipotent
	When	Love	=	indescribable,	yet	you	can’t	stop		 						
talking	about	it
	 Fear	<	Courage
	 and	Courage	+	Common	Sense	=	Success
	 and	Success	=	Happiness	=/=	Money
And:
	 God	=	Faith	+	Hope	+	Love
	 and	Love	=	God
	 Then	Love	=	Faith	+	Hope
	 and	Hope	=	endless	=	Courage	in	adversity
	 Then	Love	is	endless
Then:
Love	=	God	=	Endless	omnipotence
God	=	Faith	+	Courage	+	Love		
Love	=	God
Faith	=	Courage
and	Fear	<	Faith
and	Your	Courage	>	Your	Fear
Attempts at [LIFE.exe]: 
Success = 1, Failure = Never.
Dead phone in hand the day after move-in, I realize 
my charger is in the outlet in my bedroom—in 
Massachusetts. 
the Moment When My Mom 
Gets upset
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
The expanding black pool, expunging order and befouling 
the previous cleanliness, is a shameful beacon of my 
failures. DROPPED MY COFFEE AT DD, DAMNIT! 
Caffeine Withdrawals
by Andrew Gellert ’13
Guest portfolio 
She woke to a cold breeze from a distant but remembered 
past. Then she snapped into routine, leaving nothing but 
a hazy longing to return.
Waking up
by Mason sciotti ’15
Asst. portfolio editor
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In the 
Spotlight
Repeat after me: We are a Division 
I school. It is okay, you can say it as 
many times as you need to in order 
to understand how lucky we are to 
be at a school of this caliber. Don’t 
know what that means? It means 
that we—yes, us at Providence 
College—are lucky enough to have 
the best athletes wearing our school 
name on their uniforms.
If we are so lucky though, I have 
one question: Where are the fans? I 
admit, I don’t go to every game—
sometimes homework gets in the 
way, or I have finally passed out due 
Will the Loss of Both Ledo 
and Dunn be Detrimental to 
Friars Basketball?
Ed Cooley brought very high 
expectations to Friartown when 
he joined the basketball program 
two years ago. Last year was not 
a fair assessment of his potential, 
partially because he did not have 
time to recruit for it. 
A year later, it appears to be 
turning into a similar situation. 
With Ledo being ineligible 
and Dunn being injured, Josh 
Fortune ’16 is the only new 
face that will be playing at the 
Dunk this year. Sidiki Johnson 
’15 will be ineligible to play this 
year due to transfer rules, but 
looks to help the team improve 
overall through practice. 
Are we destined for another 
“rebuilding” year? Not at all.
The starting lineup will essentially 
be the same as last year, with the 
exception that Fortune will likely 
take Gerard Coleman’s ‘14 spot. 
Returning is Vincent Council ’13, 
arguably the best point guard in the 
Big East, who was fourth in the entire 
nation last year in assists. Last years 
break-out star LaDontae Henton ’15 
is hoping to improve off a Big East 
All Rookie team season.  Three point 
specialist Bryce Cotton ’14, who 
should have won Most Improved in 
the Big East last year, will also play 
key minutes.  All in all, the pieces 
are in place to have a very talented 
and experienced starting lineup. 
However, there are some obvious 
concerns. The Friars still lack a 
consistent center. Kadeem Batts ’14 
had a few spectacular games last 
season, but will need to step up this 
year. Like last year, the Friars biggest 
problem will be roster depth.
 My expectation? I think a seven 
win season is plausible and totally 
reachable.
-James Kirby ’15
Head Coach Ed Cooley and the 
Providence College Men’s Basketball 
Team appear to have another long 
season ahead as they attempt to 
overcome the loss of two top end 
freshman talents. On National Signing 
Day, things began to look up for the 
Friars as they landed Ricky Ledo ’16 
and Kris Dunn ’16 in the sixth-best 
recruiting class in the country.  
Friartown had reason for 
optimism until news broke that 
Dunn would be out until at least 
December with a shoulder injury. 
Things went from bad to worse this 
past week when the inevitable news 
of Ledo’s ineligibility hit the wire. 
With the loss of these two players, 
the Friars will face the first half of 
the season with only seven healthy 
and eligible scholarship players on 
the roster; this will stretch the team 
even thinner than last season, which 
saw three Friars in the top five for 
minutes per game.  
Another negative that comes from 
this situation is the possible loss of 
attendance for a team that has proven 
to perform better in front of raucous 
crowds at the Dunk.  
LaDontae Henton ’15 and 
Vincent Council ’13 lead the attack, 
as Bryce Cotton ’14 and newcomer 
Josh Fortune ’16 look to help pick 
up the slack left behind. With 
a manageable non-conference 
schedule and the potential return 
of Sidiki Johnson ’15 from transfer 
ineligibility and McDonald’s All-
American Dunn from injury, the 
Friars are primed for a second half 
spark that will help add depth to 
the rigors of Big East basketball.
  
-Chris Szimanski ’14
Men’s Soccer: 
Providence College posted a 1-1-1 record last week. All three games were 
home contests for the new Friar team. They started by tying regional foe 
Boston University 1-1, then they dropped a tight contest to Michigan State 
3-2, before ending the week on a positive note by beating Holy Cross 2-1. 
The Friars will now be off for 10 days before taking on South Florida.
Women’s Volleyball:
Volleyball had a busy week playing in the Harvard Tournament. The Friars 
left disappointed, dropping straight contests to Northern Kentucky and 
Harvard. They took one set in a game against Manhattan before bowing out, 
then the Friars lost to Brown 3-0.
Women’s Soccer:
The girls’ had a sensational week, posting a 2-0 record. The week started 
with a win over cross town rival Brown University, 3-2. Mary Vercollone ’13 
found the back of the net twice for the Friars. Then the Friars took on UNH, 
winning 2-1 with Allison Walton ’14 tallying the winning goal.
Women’s Field Hockey:
Field Hockey continued their excellent season by posting a 2-0 record last 
week. On Saturday, PC cruised over Harvard 3-0. They followed up their 
masterful performance by going to Holy Cross and stealing a game from the 
host Crusaders, 3-2. 
to exhaustion—but I try to go to as 
many as possible. And no, it is not 
just because I work on the sports 
staff of The Cowl. 
Providence College is not only a 
Division I school, but it is in the Big 
East Conference at that. The Big East 
Conference is the best conference 
for all sports—except for football, 
but that point is moot. You may 
thinking, “What about the ACC? 
The Big Ten?”  No. It is not the Big 
East. Those conferences have not had 
five different schools win the NCAA 
Championship for basketball in the 
past 30 years—some teams multiple 
times. Am I slightly biased because 
my favorite teams are in the Big East? 
Maybe. But listen to the argument 
before you send me hate mail.
Lacrosse, basketball, softball, cross 
country; each one of these sports has 
had national champions from the 
Big East conference in recent years. 
Yes, Providence has not been those 
teams, but when will it  be? That is the 
question. Do you want to be sitting 
at home, on your couch, watching 
Keeping Up with the Kardashians for 
the hundredth time, or would you 
rather be screaming your head off 
for your classmates, surrounded by 
hundreds of fans dressed in black 
and white? Whether it be the Dunk 
or Schneider Arena, an incredible 
moment can happen at any time. Do 
not be that person reading about it 
on Facebook or Friars.com, wishing 
you were there. Go live it, go 
support your teammates and lose 
your voice. Make sure to put down 
your books or the television remote 
and go support the high level of 
athletics that the College offers.
Not many schools are lucky 
enough to be experiencing what we 
are: quality sports and competition 
accompanied by a small school. 
To play against powerhouses such 
as Georgetown, Syracuse, and 
Louisville is something that most 
schools would fear. As Friars, we 
face these competitors every game. 
Do not miss history being made, 
do not miss phenomenal moments 
just because something seemingly 
better comes along. There is nothing 
better than athletics. 
Repeat after Me:
Games are a Good Thing
by Bridget Stack ’13
Sports Editor
Column
Love Sports? Join The Cowl Sports Staff! Apply at thecowl.com
Irish Immigrate to the ACC: Notre Dame has decided to bolt 
from the Big East to the ACC, joining Pittsburgh and Syracuse 
in the move. The move will be for all sports except for football. 
This is a big hit for the Big East, but Providence Athletics Director 
Bob Driscoll has faith in the Conference. “With outstanding 
leadership in the conference led by Commissioner Mike Aresco, 
the Big East Conference will continue to be one of the premier 
athletic conferences in the nation.”
A Legend Says Goodbye: With massive changes underway 
in the Big East basketball landscape, longtime UConn Head 
Coach Jim Calhoun announced his retirement Wednesday 
night. Calhoun retires following NCAA penalties suspending 
UConn from postseason play this season. 
In the News
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Last fall, the Seahawks of Salve 
Regina had just come back from 
a successful season, snatching 
the Division III New England 
Championship title and handing 
Providence College their only two 
losses in  the 2010 season. After 
such a successful season for a 
Division III club, the head coach 
of Salve Regina thought it would 
be interesting to create the Rhode 
Island Collegiate Cup. 
The rules of the cup state that all 
the rugby clubs in Rhode Island 
can challenge the possessor of the 
cup, and if the challenger wins, they 
then hold the cup until they lose 
to another Rhode Island club. The 
men of the Providence College Black 
Pack devastated Salve Regina in the 
Rhode Island Collegiate Cup’s first 
ever match on September 17, 2011 by 
a score of 40-17, and they have been 
holding the cup ever since. 
This past weekend, the University 
of Rhode Island Rams felt they 
could challenge the Black Pack. 
How wrong they were. According 
to rugbymag.com, in a 2012-2013 
preseason ranking for Division II 
collegiate rugby teams URI was 
ranked nationally at 14th, while 
Providence College came in at 23rd.
 Scrum-half Lucas Gowland ’14 
was in his usual game day form, 
drawing first blood with a penalty 
kick for three points. Fullback Mat 
Benedetto ’14 ran the ball into the 
try zone to add five points, while the 
rest of the first half was controlled 
by Gowland getting the two point 
conversion after Benedetto’s try, 
then putting another penalty kick 
through the uprights. It was an 
exciting first half, and even though 
the forwards were stonewalling the 
Rams at almost every turn they were 
still able to sneak by a try and two 
penalty kicks, tying the score at the 
end of the first 40 minutes 13-13.
For the second half of this game, 
the Black Pack had finally shaken 
off the early Saturday morning 
drowsiness. The Black Pack came into 
their usual form and halted the Rams’ 
offense, only allowing one more try 
and conversion kick. John Derry ’14 
brought the ball in for a try to begin 
the onslaught. Benedetto kicked the 
conversion for another two points. 
Steve Hodgetts ’13 had a phenomenal 
run for another Black Pack try with 
Benedetto scoring the conversion. 
Langston Stokes ’14 got a run in for 
another score. Benedetto was unable 
to make the conversion after Stokes’ 
score because of the near impossible 
kicking position he was placed in, but 
made up for it with a penalty kick to 
add on three points.
Coming in as the underdog, 
Providence was able to beat URI with 
a score of 35-20. Now the Cup will 
remain in Providence for another 
year, and Head Coach Michael Cox is 
ready for another run at the division 
championship. Be sure to come and 
support the team at their next home 
game on Sept. 22 against St. Michael’s 
College. Kickoff is at 1 p.m. on 
Hendricken Field.
by Patrick Shea ’14
Sports Staff
Men’s Rugby
Cup Finds Home at PC
Friar Faithful Members cheer on their team.
by Sean Bailey ’14
Asst. Sports Editor
Opinion
Bigger than Sports
Fall is rapidly arriving in New 
England, and with it comes the 
normal swoon of classes, brisk air, 
and multicolor leaves falling and 
coloring the ground. But face it, 
the return of fall means the return 
of football for most Americans. 
Whether you were a high school 
jock, a class clown, or an A/V nerd, 
everyone seems to unite in support 
of the local football team. (I counted 
over 70 tweets and Facebook 
statuses that supported the Patriots.) 
Students at Providence will flock 
to friends’ rooms, McPhail’s, and 
any other spot with a television set, 
sporting NFL jerseys.
And the NFL is swallowing up 
every minute of television it can. ESPN 
has added an hour to its pregame 
show on Sundays, stretching it from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. And ESPN does not 
even show any games on Sunday. 
They hold a special pregame show 
for their Monday night broadcasts. 
And even when it is not football 
season, ESPN is willing to dedicate 
hour blocks to previewing each NFL 
team. September baseball can take a 
backseat. NBA? Can we squeeze it in 
after discussing the possibility that Tim 
Tebow may start? Heck, SportsCenter 
even dedicated a week to covering 
the New York Jets’ practices. To put 
this in perspective, this broadcast 
occured during the two-week time 
frame in August when most of the 
world was tuned into the Olympics.
The NFL has added a new night 
of football, stapling Thursday 
night football to be played on NFL 
Network, which of course is owned 
by the NFL. That decision will 
confuse teams’ weekly routine as 
they prepare for a game a short four 
days after their Sunday matchup. 
Also, NFL football is hitting the 
UK, with the St. Louis Rams set to 
square off against the New England 
Patriots in Wembley Stadium. The 
Jacksonville Jaguars are set to take 
the English torch next year, playing 
one game abroad for the next three 
seasons.  
My question is, when will this be 
too much? We have football Sunday, 
Monday, Thursday, and Saturday 
during the last couple of weeks of the 
season. One of the most endearing 
aspects of football was the fact that 
it only played once a week. It made 
it different from baseball, basketball 
and soccer which have multiple 
games during the week. The small 
doses of NFL makes the casual fans 
crave it more. The NFL is forfeiting 
a game played in America in hopes 
that it can strum up support to an 
overseas fan base that already has its 
own type of football—soccer. Also, 
there is a slew of long-term brain 
injuries suffered by former players. 
And that trend is not likely to slow 
down with players now bigger, faster, 
and stronger than in years past. 
While ramifications from all this may 
never affect the league’s popularity, 
one has to start to worry that maybe 
the NFL is not as invincible as we 
thought. 
Unrecognizable under the black 
and white face paint that is caked 
on their faces, the small group of 
students start to lose their voices 
by the end of the game. It does not 
matter what sporting event it is, there 
is still a great chance that the next 
day their voices hold a raspy quality. 
These are not ordinary fans; in 
fact, they are the farthest things 
from ordinary fans—they are part 
of Friar Faithful. This student-run 
organization is powered by one 
key component: Friar pride. “You 
just want to be that spark at the 
athletic events,” Billy Timlen ’13, the 
president of Friar Faithful, explains. 
“We try and create an electrifying 
experience at the game.”
Friar Faithful is a small group of 
passionate fans that want to share 
their love for sports with the rest of 
the student body.Regardless of what 
sport is being played, Friar Faithful 
will be there with signs, face paint, and 
enthusiasm. “We try to support all the 
different varsity athletics on campus, 
trying to get people to the games,” 
explains Timlen.
The influence of Brendan Frail, 
who passed away in 2010, embodies 
what Friar Faithful truly is and is 
still felt throughout the organization. 
“For the people that just graduated, 
they are the people who would have 
graduated with Brendan, and really 
knew him,” Timlen says. “For those 
that don’t really know him, he was 
one of the founding fathers of the club; 
he embodied what a Friar is.” Frail is 
one of the most iconic figureheads the 
school has had in recent years. “He 
loved the school, he loved giving back 
to the community, and he loved the 
athletic department,” Timlen explains. 
“So we try to take his spirit and teach 
those about him, and what it means to 
really be part of Friar Faithful.”
Friar Faithful still teaches what 
Frail taught them—to love athletics 
and share your love with others. 
It is not hard to catch on to the 
group’s enthusiasm. One often 
starts screaming and cheering on a 
Providence College team without 
conscious thought. This year, Friar 
Faithful wants to extend its reach. 
“To be a Big East school and have 
such low attendance is 
unacceptable,” says 
Timlen. “Our first 
goal is to get people 
to the games, 
and the next goal is just to get loud.”
It is the goal of the organizations 
to make the Providence College 
sporting venues a place where 
players are weary to play. “When 
people see that they have to play the 
College, I want them to fear us in a 
way,” Timlen explains. “We want 
to bring back that tradition of the 
excitement of going to the games, 
not just for the sake of the athletic 
teams, but for the atmosphere.”
It is going to take both 
Friar Faithful 
and the student 
body to make 
this movement 
occur. No 
matter how 
the team is 
Faith Take a Whole New Meaning
by Bridget Stack ’13
Sports Editor
Clubs
performing, it is our job as “fellow 
classmates and fellow friends to go 
and support them.”
Friar Faithful is a group that 
contains the most dedicated Friar 
fans who want to share their love 
of the College. Timlen has one goal 
and one message to give to 
the student body: “We are 
all in this together; we 
are all Friars.” 
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eligibility starting next year if he 
decides against going to the NBA 
early, a decision he is already 
considering. There have been 
numerous reports that Ledo is 
contemplating forgoing school and 
going to Europe this season to play 
so he would be eligible for the 2013 
NBA draft. 
Head Coach Ed Cooley remains 
upbeat and positive. Immediately 
after the announcement he released 
the following statement.
“We are excited that Ricky 
has the oppotunity to pursue his 
education and be part of the team. 
We believe that this gives us the 
chance to help him grow as an 
individual,” Cooley said.
Cooley’s positivity comes 
despite the fact that the most 
highly touted recruit to come to 
Providence College can only play 
in between classes and against  one 
Big East team, his. With that said, 
the Friars will undoubtedly be 
better because of Ledo this year. 
Hear me out. Are there any 
other Big East teams that will have 
the luxury of practicing against a 
future NBA player day in and day 
out? Can other teams say they are 
going up against arguably the best 
scorer in his respective class? What 
about having the chance to not 
only mirror, but also play against 
an opposing player who will be 
better than most they will face in 
live game action? No. We must 
deal with what those hopefully 
impartial people on the waiver and 
qualifying board have decided. 
Being able to practice this 
season under the tutelage of one 
of the best guard coaches in the 
country in Assistant Coach Andre 
LaFleur, Ledo will not only better 
his game, but the game of others 
on the team will as well, especially 
Bryce Cotton ’14, Kris Dunn ’16, 
and Vincent Council ’13. 
Coach Cooley will be able to use 
Ledo in ways other coaches could 
not use their players in practice. 
Ledo could be the most gifted and 
naturally talented student-athlete in 
the Big East this season. The most 
talked about game this season out 
of conference play could be the Mal 
Brown scrimmage in Alumni Hall, 
when the team, practice players 
included, scrimmage for the fans. 
Barring injury or other unforeseen 
events, Ledo will be included in that 
game, and to expect anything less 
than a phenomenal performance 
would be foolish for me to say. 
Ledo for his part is taking this 
adversity in stride.
“I am happy to be a student at 
Providence College,” Ledo said. 
“It has always been a dream of 
mine to represent PC, and I am 
looking forward to my days as a 
student-athlete.”
And yes, we are talking about 
practice, not a game. But practice is 
where the best get better, something 
Ledo will hopefully do.
by Daniel McNamara ’13
Sports Staff
Basketball
One can only hope that the mindset 
of those who sit on the rules and 
regulation boards of the NCAA is 
centered around being as impartial 
and objective as possible and 
focused on the former part of the 
term student-athlete more than 
the latter. 
It has taken me almost a week 
to let the NCAA’s decision on 
Ricardo Ledo ’16 settle in. I 
assume most Providence 
College fans are still 
wondering what could 
have been done by 
Ledo or the school 
in order for him 
to be able to 
play. He was 
granted partial 
q u a l i f i e r 
status. 
Ledo will 
practice with 
the team this 
season and 
be eligible 
to play next 
season. Ledo 
is redshirting 
this year, 
w h i c h 
a l l o w s 
him to 
have fours 
years of 
Practice Carries a New Feeling for Ledo
When I enrolled at Providence 
College, playing a sport for the 
Friars was not even a question. 
I knew I wanted to continue my 
athletic career in college. My only 
problem was choosing between 
the two sports I had participated 
in all through high school: track 
and volleyball. For months I 
juggled my options and gathered 
external opinions about each of 
these programs to help me make a 
decision. 
While in the end I decided to 
join the volleyball team at PC, I will 
never forget the sheer admiration 
that was expressed towards the 
track and cross country programs 
at the College. Even without 
mentioning athletics, the most 
frequent response I received after 
telling people I was going to 
Providence was, “Oh, they have 
a great cross country program.” 
Although, as a student you would 
hardly even know this program 
existed due to that lack of attention 
it receives. 
As a former runner, I understand 
that track is not the most spectator 
friendly sport. The meets are 
long, slow moving, and involve 
energy-zapping hours in the sun. 
Poor attendance at track meets 
and cross country races is not 
the issue though. Our runners 
are placing among the best in the 
country, and they are lucky to 
receive more than a blurb on Friars.
com. As our most consistent and 
strongest performing sports team 
at Providence, it is time that our 
track and cross country teams 
receive the attention they deserve. 
Although the school is finally 
getting a track on campus, it 
can be argued that this 
has taken far too long, 
considering that all other 
sports at Providence are 
accommodated with 
their specific facilities. 
Creating a track on 
campus will allow these 
athletes to train more 
efficiently with the ease 
of accessibility to develop 
themselves as runners. 
Presently, the team must 
travel to the track at 
Brown University to train for specific 
events. Shelby Greany ’13, winner 
of consecutive Female Athlete of the 
Year titles, expressed excitement for 
prospects of a new track on campus this 
spring. “It would be amazing to have a 
track on campus,” Greany comments. 
“The trip to Brown can sometimes 
be inconvenient, especially 
in bad weather, 
but we make 
it work.” 
by Julia Claudy ’13
Sports Staff
Cross Country
Slow to Recognize our
Faith Take a Whole New Meaning
The program will also benefit 
from the new accommodations by 
attracting talented prospects that will 
add to the teams’ successes. Although 
Greany remains immensely humble in 
light of all that she has accomplished, 
she sees how hard her team works 
and agrees that they could use more 
attention. “My teammates work 
extremely hard and they are all very 
passionate and driven about what 
they do,” she said. The team looks 
forward to the construction of the 
new track beginning March 2013.
Fastest
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